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Introduction:

“Animals have hearts that feel, eyes that see, and families to care for, just like you and me”
~Anthony William Douglas~

On 19 October, for the first time in history, surgeons attached a kidney grown in a genetically 
altered pig to a human. This presents a scientific breakthrough that could prove to be a solution to the 
shortage of human organ transplants. However, the surgical procedure has been surrounded by much 
controversy because it is preceded by research and experiments on animals. 

Animals have been used repeatedly throughout the history of biomedical research. Early 
Greek physician-scientists were the first to conduct animal experiments to advance the understanding 
of anatomy, physiology, pathology, and pharmacology. Around the 12th century, physicians in 
Moorish Spain introduced an experimental method of testing surgical procedures before applying 
them to human patients. When a new drug, beauty product or surgical technique is developed, society 
deems it unethical to use that drug or technique first in human beings because of the possibility that it 
would cause harm rather than good. Instead, they are tested on animals to make sure that they are safe 
and effective.

The experiments severely harm the often unstunned animals involved, and sometimes even cause 
their deaths. They include injections, inhalations of toxic gases and even removing organs. 
Hence, practice of using animals for biomedical and cosmetic research has come under severe 
criticism by animal protection and animal rights groups. Thanks to their hard work, there have 
already been instated numerous laws and acts, such as The Animal Welfare Act.

The Issue

Animal Rights: A History

The concept of animal rights dates back to when the late Renaissance was at its peak in 
Europe. During the 14th century, an intellectual movement called humanism began to gain 
momentum in Italy. This movement recognized that humans are not superior to animals and are part 
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of nature itself, opposing the traditional religious idea that God gave humans dominion over animals. 
Furthermore, humanists believe that animals feel pain, fear and suffering to different extents, hence 
they condemn torture and cruelty to animals. Charles Darwin's theory of evolution by natural selection 
taught how closely related to other animals humans are, while in the twentieth century and today 
ecologists remind us of the interdependence of species and the importance of conservation.

In 1822, Richard Martin, passed Martin’s Act in the United Kingdom aimed at preventing 
cruelty towards cattle. Back then, people did not believe that animals actually had rights, they were 
just against needless cruelty. This changed when the book “Animal Liberation was published in 1975 
by Peter Singer, which contributed significantly to the growth of the movement for the equal 
consideration of nonhuman animals. The 1980s saw the foundation of various animal rights groups 
and organizations, including PETA, the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals. Following this, 
the awareness of the exploitation of animals increased significantly. Around the 2000s, the UK was 
the first to ban fur farming, with dozens of countries following them.

Animal testing and medicine

Drug testing using animals became important in the twentieth century. In 1937, a 
pharmaceutical company in the USA created a sulpha drug, dissolved in DEG. DEG was poisonous to 
humans, but the company's chief pharmacist was not aware of this, and the company marketed the 
product. The usage of the drug led to mass poisoning causing the deaths of more than a hundred 
people. No animal testing was done. The public outcry caused by this incident and other similar 
disasters led to the passing of the 1938 Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act requiring safety testing 
of drugs on animals before they could be marketed. 

In recent years, the practice of using animals for biomedical research has come under severe 
criticism by animal protection and animal rights groups. Laws have been passed in several countries 
to make the practice more ‘humane’.

Those against, argue that the benefit to humans does not justify the harm to animals. Many 
people also believe that animals are very different from them, hence results from animals cannot be 
applied to humans. Those in favour of animal testing argue that experiments on animals are necessary 
to advance medical and biological knowledge. Claude Bernard stated that “experiments on animals 
are entirely conclusive for the toxicology and hygiene of man. The effects of these substances are the 
same on man as on animals, save for differences in degree”. Bernard established animal 
experimentation as part of the standard scientific method.

 The total estimated number of animals used for the discovery and development of drugs, 
vaccines and medical devices and in the safety testing of consumer products stands at 192,1 million in 
2015. It has more than doubled compared to an estimated number of 115,2 million animals in 2005, 
which is a 97.56% increase.
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 The top ten animal-using countries based on actual, adjusted and estimated figures. The figures 
represent the numbers of procedures. Figures were adjusted according to the EU definitions and 
estimated figures were derived from the statistical model. 

Animal testing on cosmetic products

Cosmetic animal testing was deemed necessary by many to ensure the safety of a new 
product. The testing is conducted to determine the toxicity of a product and to observe any skin or eye 
irritation. According to the Humane Society, animal testing is pointless when it comes to determining 
the safety of cosmetic compounds. Different species respond in different ways when exposed to the 
same chemical.

Alternatives to animal testing

There is a variety of alternatives that exist instead of animal testing. Nowadays with new advances in 
technology and science, there are options that are safe for both animals and humans. Cosmetics 
manufacturers who do not test on animals may now use in vitro screens to test for endpoints which 
can determine potential risk to humans with a very high sensitivity and specificity. Artificial skin can 
imitate the reaction actual human skin will have to a product and the chemicals it contains and can be 
altered to mimic different skin types and ages.1,2

1 Bainbridge, Amy. “Greens to Push to Change Law on Animal Testing.” ABC News, ABC News, 17 
Mar. 2014, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-17/greens-call-for-australia-to-follow-eu-
ban-on-animal-testing/5326200.

2 Merali, Zeeya (28 July 2007). "New Scientist". Human Skin to Replace Animal Tests. 195: 14. 
doi:10.1016/s0262-4079(07)61866-1.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-17/greens-call-for-australia-to-follow-eu-ban-on-animal-testing/5326200
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-17/greens-call-for-australia-to-follow-eu-ban-on-animal-testing/5326200
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0262-4079(07)61866-1
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Many companies have not made the switch to cruelty-free yet for many reasons, one of them 
being the time it takes for lab-grown tissues to be useable. Animals on the other hand, can mature 
quickly.

Key Events

Event/Date Explanation

1975 Peter Singer publishes his book “Animal Liberation” 

1980 People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) is founded

1986 Fur Free Friday, an annual nationwide fur protest on the day 
after Thanksgiving, begins

1989 Avon stops testing its products on animals; In Defense of 
Animals launches their campaign against Proctor & Gamble’s 
animal testing

1992 Animal Enterprise Protection Act is passed

2006 Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act is passed

2009 The European Union bans cosmetic ingredients testing and 
bans the sale or import of seal products

2014 India bans cosmetic testing on animals, the first Asian country 
to do so.

2019 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announces plans 
to reduce and eventually eliminate the use of mammals to test 
the toxicity of chemicals;

Possible Solutions

Since the United Nations has not met very often to discuss this topic, there are very few 
resolutions that delegates can use for references. It is therefore recommended that delegates research 
the policy of their delegation on this topic and look into possible profits made from the animal testing 
industry. 

Solutions for this problem may include:
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● Because the greatest impact of animal testing comes from the consumption of the public, 
governments should spread awareness of this issue

● Improving legislations on the conditions of animal testing or experiments 
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