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Introduction: 
 

The Uyghur people are a Turkic Muslim minority who make up most of the Chinese region of                 
Xinjiang (which is located in the far west and is the state’s largest region). Additionally, a separatist is                  
defined as person who supports the separation of a particular group of people from a larger body on                  
the basis of ethnicity, religion, or gender. Currently, it is believed that Uyghur people are being                
subjected to invasive surveillance, as well as some being forced to provide the government with DNA                
and biometric samples. Furthermore, while the state itself refers to it as “vocational training”, it has                
become evident that Uyghur people are being detained in re-education camps. The question at hand is                
extremely controversial and therefore, the crisis surrounding the conflict in Xinjiang is one that needs               
to be approached with both understanding and sensitivity. 
 
The Issue: 
 
Freedom of Religious Expression 
 

Freedom of religious expression refers to an individual’s right to practice and believe views              
from any faith. Many decades ago, the Uyghur people in the region of Turpan were allowed to                 
practice their faith openly, as a result of government officials turning a blind eye to the situation,                 
while those in other areas were subjected to more rigorous forms of control. Following a growth in                 
separatist ideology in 1996, the Chinese government became less lenient on their policies, prohibiting              
religious observance, and began persecuting those who previously ignored it. Currently, religious            
education for children is forbidden by Chinese law, however many people have felt strongly against               
this. Law enforcement is extremely stringent on Uyghur people, while often allowing other groups,              
such as Hui Muslims, to profess their beliefs. It is important to consider the benefits and                
disadvantages of limiting religious expression within a state, and whether it is right for China to be                 
acting in such a way. It would also be valid to research current Chinese policies and if they are                   
outdated, require reform or can simply be left as they are. 
 
Terrorist Organisation 
 

The Turkistan Islamic Party or TIP is an extremist organisations that seeks to expel China               
from the region of Asia known as East Turkestan, it is also rumoured to have links to other groups,                   
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such as Al-Qaeda, although some experts have disputed its existent as one, singular organisation. It               
first emerged in 2007, however since then, the Chinese government has held it responsible for over                
200 terrorist attacks, which have resultantly led to 162 deaths and over 440 injuries. The People’s                
Republic of China acknowledges that hundreds of Uyghur people are believed to have fought              
alongside extremist groups in conflicts such as the Syrian Civil War. The Turkistan Islamic Party does                
not have a definitively known size, as well as this many professionals have been critical of the view                  
that it would be capable of orchestrating attacks on such a large scale within China. With this in mind,                   
one could argue that the Chinese government have simply been taking precautions to maintain              
security within the nation. However, the opposing argument would be that the extent of these               
precautions has gone too far. 
 
Restrictions 
 

In 2017, overseas activists stated that further restrictions were being imposed on Uyghur             
people. Examples of this include, but are not limited to, the “re-education camps” mentioned later on                
in this research report. In addition to this, persecution and detention were occurring as a result of                 
refusal to eat during Ramadan, returning from Islamic Middle Eastern pilgrimages and for naming              
new-born children forbidden names, such as Muhammad. Furthermore, in 2019, reports found that             
Han officials had been assigned to reside in the homes Uyghur families as part of the state’s “Pair Up                   
and Become Family” program. The aim of the program is to coerce Uyghur people into a more secular                  
way of living, like the Han majority. However, many individuals have spoken out against this scheme                
due to accusations suggesting that Uyghur women were forced to share beds with Han men. It could                 
be useful to question whether this program is necessary in China, and if it is not, what a suitable                   
alternative may be. 
 
Re-Education Camps 
 

From 2017 onwards, numerous reports have recognised that Uyghur people are being detained             
by the Chinese government, in “re-education camps”. While the state has rebutted these claims,              
through referring to them as “vocational training”, many still believe that Uyghur people are being               
subjected to political indoctrination, as well as methods of torture. Many individuals have argued              
parallels between these camps and the Nazi labour and concentration camps in the Holocaust. In               
August 2018, a UN Human Rights Panel states that they have received credible evidence that               
approximately 1 million Uyghurs were being held in “re-education camps”. When approaching this             
question it may be vital to consider a way to tackle the issue without breaching national sovereignty,                 
and if it is even possible to do so without. 
 
Global Response  
 

In response to the crisis, many campaigns and organisations have been established all over the               
world, with the intention of helping the Uyghur people. One example of this is the Campaign for                 
Uyghurs which aims to protect the rights of and change policies regarding Uyghurs. The Campaign               
for Uyghurs is led by Rushan Abbas who has claimed that the actions of the Chinese government                 
amount to genocide, according to the definition laid out in the Genocide Convention. Another              
example is the Uyghur Human Rights Project which dedicates it’s time to research and expose human                



 
 

RESEARCH REPORT 

rights abuses committed against Uyghurs in East Turkistan. The project does so through using satellite               
imagery, photographs and witness testimonies. Additionally, there have been various media           
campaigns that have grown awareness on the issue, especially in Western countries, where it is not                
commonly reported on in the media. 
 
UN Response 
 

The United Nations is yet to, collectively, publish a resolutions on the Uyghur crisis. This is 
mostly a result of how drastically split the issue is. An example of this is when 22 UN ambassadors, 
the likes of which included two permanent members of the Security Council (Britain and France) 
united to write a letter that called on Beijing to allow freedom of movement for the Muslim minority 
within the state. However, another group of 50 counties, wrote a joint letter to the counteract the 
accusations against China, directed at the president of the UN Human Rights Council and the UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights. Separately from this, the ambassadors of 37 states from Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East and Latin America have accumulatively praised the state for its “contribution 
to the international human rights cause”. Therefore, it is evident that the Uyghur Crisis is an issue of 
extreme controversy amongst the United Nations. As part of resolution construction, it is extremely 
valuable to consider how the UN could respond to this scenario. One example may be by requesting 
the Security Council implement peacekeepers in China, however then you must consider if such a 
solution is pragmatic as for this to occur China (as a permanent member) must agree to it. Some may 
argue that the United Nations cannot act without breaching much of Article 2 of its charter, while 
others may say that it is breaking many other aspects by not doing so. Ultimately, it would be of great 
use to familiarise yourself with the some of founding principles of the UN. 
 
Key Events 
 
 
                           DATE/EVENT                                                           EXPLANATION  
 

1949 The Uyghurs declared an independence that      
proved to be ephemeral, since the area was        
under the complete control of communist      
China in 1949 
 

2001 Since the attacks on the Twin Tower in 2001         
in the United States, China presents      
separatist Uyghurs as al-Qaeda aides and      
claims they received training in Afghanistan,      
although there have not been many elements       
to prove it 
 

5th July 2009 Violence broke out in Urumchi, capital of       
Sinkiang, after the malaise grew over how the        
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authorities handled a recent crisis among      
Uighur and ethnic workers, the majority in       
China 
 

 
 
 
Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue  
 

United Nations human rights experts have called for China to shut down alleged political              
“re-education camps” for Muslim Uighurs and called for the immediate release of those detained on               
the “pretext of countering terrorism”. 

 
The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination cited estimates that “from             

tens of thousands to upwards of a million Uighurs” may be detained in the far western Xinjiang                 
province. Its findings were issued after a two-day review of China’s record, the first since 2009. 

 
China’s foreign ministry has rejected the allegations, saying anti-China forces are behind            

criticism of policies in Xinjiang 
 
 
 
Possible Solutions 
 

● An international coalition to defend the human rights of the Uyghur people needs to be built. It should                  
have a number of objectives: 

 
1. To raise the general awareness of the concentration camps and the attempt by the Chinese                

government to commit cultural genocide against the Uyghur people. 
 
2. To end the deafening silence in the Muslim world. We can do that by mobilizing our many                  

networks of civil society activists throughout the Muslim world; 
 
3. To target companies that are doing business in Xinjiang. We can work with trade unions                

and also business associations to let these companies know that they shouldn’t be operating in a                
region where the Beijing regime is committing cultural genocide against the native population.  

 
4. We need to raise this issue of cultural genocide and the concentration camps in the context                 

of China’s hosting of 2022 Winter Olympics. Companies like Adidas, Nike, Coca Cola need to be                
told that they shouldn’t sponsor these games while the Beijing regime is holding three million               
Uyghurs in concentration camps and committing cultural genocide. Human rights organizations are            
already on top of this issue, and we need to work with them. 
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5. We also need to pressure the International Red Cross to insist on access to Xinjiang to find                  
out what is happening in the concentration camps 

 
6. There needs to be legislation like the Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act that requires our                

government to produce reports on the crackdown and its national security implications, calls for the               
appointment of a Special Coordinator for Xinjiang, and recommends the application of Magnitsky             
targeted sanctions against Chinese officials who are involved in the atrocities being committed against              
the Uyghur people 

●  
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