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INTRODUCTION 

       On the 17th September 2017, the United Nations General Assembly officially adopted the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. According 
to the U.N., these 17 measures act as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and 
ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030.  

       However, not all the SDGs focus on the same part of the 2030 Agenda. SDG 6, on the question of 
clean water and sanitation, focuses on ensuring availability and sustainable management of water 
and sanitation for all human beings. The UN General Assembly decided to make the sixth SDG one 
of the most relevant of all because billions of people still lack safe water, sanitation and handwashing 
facilities. What’s more, data suggests that achieving universal access to even basic sanitation service 
by 2030 would require doubling the current annual rate of progress. More efficient use and 
management of water are critical to addressing the growing demand for water, threats to water 
security and the increasing frequency and severity of droughts and floods resulting from climate 
change, these being the ultimate goals of SDG 6. 

       Having said this, it is one of the SpecSDG committee priorities to help find ways to speed up the 
process through which SDG 6 is being implemented into all Member Countries’ national policies, as 
the lack of access to sanitation and clean water seriously threatens many human beings’ lives. 
Furthermore, were something not to be done on this urgent topic, the United Nations would fail to 
fulfil the 2030 Agenda, which must at all costs be eradicated by the SpecSDG committee. 

THE ISSUE 

- Of 172 countries, 80 per cent have medium-low implementation or better of integrated water 
resources management. However, 60 percent of countries are unlikely to reach the target of 
full implementation by 2030. 

- Globally, the proportion of population using safely managed drinking water services 
increased from 61 to 71 percent between 2000 and 2015 and remained unchanged in 2017. An 
additional 19 per cent of the global population used basic drinking water services. This means 
that 785 million people still lacked even a basic drinking water service. 



- In 2016, one third of all primary schools lacked basic drinking water, sanitation and hygiene 
services, affecting the education of millions of schoolchildren, but particularly girls managing 
menstruation, and one in four health-care facilities worldwide lacked basic water services, 
affecting more than 2 billion people. 

       These are just a few of the struggles people around the globe face when it comes to finding access 
to clean water and a hygienic lifestyle. However, the issue behind SDG 6 goes beyond data and 
compelling statistics. Here are some effects this problem has on human beings as a whole:  

EFFECTS ON HEALTH  

       Every year, just about two million people die from drinking contaminated water and unsafe 
sanitation. Even though this is an impressive statistic, it is more worrying how the inhuman conditions 
those two million people (and many others) live in come together with a wave of viruses and parasitic 
infections that eventually (and indirectly to the SDG issue) harm more people. This translates to the 
fact that each year, 48 million people get sick, 128,000 are hospitalized, and 3,000 die from diseases 
caused by the extremely poor conditions that coexist with a bad hygiene and water quality. Above all 
the detrimental consequences of this issue, I would like to highlight the Cholera bacteria.  

       Cholera is responsible for the vast majority of the deaths mentioned above, and it is most 
common in countries in central and eastern Africa, where water is in very poor conditions and 
amounts. According to recent studies, the number of victims of Cholera is expected to rise by 12 
percent in the following years, which is of great concern to the UN SDG committee and should drive 
further action to solve this issue. Henceforth, clean water and sanitation must be provided to those in 
need and people must think of solutions to this issue (which, again, is the goal of this committee). 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS  

       According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the lack of sanitation or hygiene can lead to 
a reduction in human well-being, social and economic development due to impacts such as anxiety, 
risk of sexual assault, and lost educational opportunities. Of course, this is just the tip of the iceberg 
when it comes to the consequences an unhygienic lifestyle comes with. As 26 percent of the world’s 
population claims to not have access to clean sanitation, it is correct to deduce that this same 26 
percent suffers from reductions in well-being and personal development. 

       Furthermore, when this lack of self-esteem is generalised all round one country, social and 
economic growth are slowed down. In fact, in all countries where clean water is not a standardized 
service, the rape index is higher and the GDP increase is a lot slower (if any). As previously 
mentioned, all this joins to create a more insecure, dangerous, and unevolving society in terms of 
social, political, and economic behavior.   

       In addition, the increased mortality rate caused by the many diseases that come with water 
pollution leads to a decrease in the affected country’s population, as natality remains the same or 
drops. This is later visible through demographics as a major issue to the country’s future, as the social 
foundations are poor. Besides, as the WHO stated, educational opportunities are lost due to poor 
sanitation, and this combines with everything else to bring chaos to the country harmed by pollution. 
Obviously, something must be done to help these countries come out of these conditions, or they will 
soon be immersed in an endless cycle of death and chaos.   

FACTS AND FIGURES 



● 2.6 billion people have gained access to improved drinking water sources since 1990, but 663 
million people are still without 

● At least 1.8 billion people globally use a source of drinking water that is fecally contaminated 
● Between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of the global population using improved drinking 

water source has increased from 76 per cent to 91 per cent 
● But water scarcity affects more than 40 percent of the global population and is projected to 

rise. Over 1.7 billion people are currently living in river basins where water use exceeds 
recharge. 

● 2.4 billion people lack access to basic sanitation services, such as toilets or latrines 
● More than 80 per cent of wastewater resulting from human activities is discharged into rivers 

or sea without any pollution removal 
● Each day,nearly 1,000 children die due to preventable water and sanitation-related  diarrhoeal 

diseases 
● Hydropower is the most important and widely-used renewable source of energy and as of 

2011, represented 16 per cent of total electricity production worldwide 
● Approximately 70 per cent of all water abstracted from rivers, lakes and aquifers is used for 

irrigation 
● Floods and other water-related disasters account for 70 per cent of all deaths related to natural 

disasters 

EFFECTS ON NATURE AND LIVING ORGANISMS 

       Not having access to clean water isn’t just something that affects human beings. Very often, 
aquatic organisms suffer from poor water quality and animals with the need to drink are harmed by 
the diseases found in this dirty and polluted water. This eventually leads to damage to the whole food 
chain, becoming an even more urgent issue. In the SpecSDG committee, it is a priority to help 
preserve the planet, and whether it’s by reducing pollutants, or by finding new filtration methods for 
undrinkable water, we are committed to helping nature, and one good way is by finding an answer to 
the problem behind SDG 6. 

EFFECTS ON NOURISHMENT AND AGRICULTURE 

       Water is not just something that humans and animals consume, it is also of vital importance to 
agriculture all around the globe. However, it is a fact that at least 10% of the world’s population 
consumes food irrigated by wastewater, meaning that 400 million tonnes of food each year absorb 
undrinkable water that eventually cause humans to throw it away. Nevertheless, some of it gets 
consumed, leading to an increase in diseases around the globe, adding more weight to the health 
issues mentioned earlier in the report. 

IMPACT ON SDG PROGRESS 

       Finally, all the detrimental effects polluted water and lack of hygiene have eventually lead to a 
stop in the UN’s plans to solve SDG 6 amongst the other SDGs. The SDGs are all interlinked. In fact, 
experts have stated that without progress on Goal 6, the other goals and targets cannot be achieved. In 
other words, accomplishing the other SDGs will require ensuring clean water and sanitation for all as 
stated in SDG 6. 



KEY EVENTS 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE  

       To help solve the issue, 8 targets were set by the General Assembly and the Sustainable 
Development Committee, hoping that these would ease the job for activists, organizations, and 
governments in member countries: 

1. By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all 
2. By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open 

defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and those in vulnerable situations 
3. By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing 

release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater 
and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally 

4. By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable 
withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the 
number of people suffering from water scarcity 

5. By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through 
transboundary cooperation as appropriate 

EVENT DATE EXPLANATION

Creation of the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP)

22 November 
1965

The UNDP is the UN’s department in charge of 
development. It advocates for change and connects 
countries to knowledge, experience and resources to 
help people build a better life for themselves. It 
provides expert advice, training and grants support 
to developing countries, with increasing emphasis 
on assistance to the least developed countries. It 
promotes technical and investment cooperation 
among nations. The UNDP was key to the creation 
of the 17 SDGs.

Creation of the High Level 
Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development 
(HLPF)

24 September 
2013

TheHLPF is responsible for the entire organization's 
policy on sustainable development. It adopts 
negotiated declarations, reviews commitment and 
the progress of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. It is vital for the SDGs to 
eventually work.

The SDGs were officially 
established on this date

1 January 
2016

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development — adopted by world leaders in 
September 2015 at a historic UN Summit — 
officially came into force.

SDG Summit in New York 
City

24 - 25 
September 
2019

These two days, the UN decided on the most 
important parts of each SDG and set new targets. 
SDG 6 was affected by these measures, and it was 
given the importance it should be given, and the UN 
decided to set it as one of the main SDGs. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Least_developed_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2030_Agenda_for_Sustainable_Development


6. By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, 
wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes 

7. By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing 
countries in water- and sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water 
harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse 
technologies 

8. Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and 
sanitation management 

       Furthermore, the United Nations decided, in the HLPF assembly, in September 2013, to condense 
these 8 targets into 6 more easily comprehensible ones: 

● Target 6.1: Achieve safe and affordable drinking water 
● Target 6.2: Achieve access to sanitation and hygiene and end open defecation  
● Target 6.3: Improve water quality, wastewater and safe reuse 
● Target 6.4: Increase water-use efficiency and ensure freshwater supplies 
● Target 6.5: Implement integrated water resources management 
● Target 6.6: Protect and restore water-related ecosystems 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS  

       Having seen the extreme difficulty of dealing with this problem due to the reasons given above, 
some possible solutions (some of which have already been attempted by the UN GA) are listed below: 

● Awareness and marketing: Mount large-scale campaigns on the importance of hygiene, 
including the facts that clear water can be unsafe and there is a need for new technologies. 
“Seduce” families into investing in a filter, not with health arguments but with aspiration, peer 
pressure, and trust. This is a task for governments and NGOs. 

● Supply chains: Get new products in existing or newly built commercial supply chains. Create 
supply chains of a range of attractive, proven effective and affordable treatment options so 
people can choose the option they like and can afford  

● Try & Buy: To convince families to buy a filter a novel idea is the so-called Try & Buy 
system, where families can try a filter for a month before they pay for it. Utilities who cannot 
guarantee safe water 24hours a day seven days a week could use this or other ideas to provide 
an extra service for their clients. Testing new dissemination models is a task for utilities, 
NGOs and the private sector 

● Payment options: Families who cannot pay the entire price up front should have payment 
options via mobile phones, micro credits, etc. 

● Support the poorest: Support poor families with a one-time subsidy. For instance, try 
programs similar to those that distribute bednets to pregnant women in rural areas. Free or 
subsidized filters should NOT disturb markets, but support the supply chain. One option is the 
use of vouchers which a family can use to “buy” a filter in a shop. 

● Consider manual drilling to obtain clean aquifer water: If new boreholes are planned, 
investigate if manual drilling is possible since that can drastically reduce the investment cost 
of a water point. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

      To ease your work as delegates, I attach the link to a PDF emitted by the UN SDG committee to 
summarize SDG 6: 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/19901SDG6_SR2018_web_3.pdf 

Furthermore, I obtained my research information from the following links, don’t hesitate to visit them 
in order to enrich your position papers and to come up with new creative solutions: 

1. https://www.engineeringforchange.org/news/six-practical-ideas-to-reach-sustainable-
development-goal-six/ 

2. https://solarimpulse.com/efficient-solutions/sdg-6 
3. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg6 
4. https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-6-clean-

water-and-sanitation/targets.html 
5. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/water-and-sanitation/ 
6. https://www.unwater.org/publications/highlights-sdg-6-synthesis-report-2018-on-water-and-

sanitation/ 
7. UN-Water 
8. World Water Assessment Programme 
9. UNESCO Water 
10. UNDP Water and Ocean Governance 
11. UN Water for Life Decade 
12. UN-HABITAT Water and Sanitation 
13. A Post-2015 Global Goal for Water: Recommendations from UN-Water 
14. Water and Sustainable Development Goals 
15. Information briefs on water and sustainable development 
16. UN-Water Decade Programme on Advocacy and Communication 
17. UN Water and Sanitation Best Practices Platform 
18. Water Action Decade 
19. http://wikiprogress.org/articles/health/sdg6-clean-water-and-sanitation/ 
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