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INTRODUCTION 
  
Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) is the goal that focuses on education. Education is one of 
the most powerful and proven vehicles for sustainable development, hence its importance and 
relevance to humankind’s aspirations. It aims to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.” 
  
This goal came about through an intensive consultative process led by Member-States, but with broad 
participation from civil society, teachers, unions, bilateral agencies, regional organizations, the private 
sector, and research institutes and foundation. 
  
Since 2000, there has been enormous progress in achieving the target of universal primary education. 
The total enrolment rate in developing regions reached 91 percent in 2015, and the worldwide number 
of children out of school has dropped by almost half. 
  
There has also been a dramatic increase in literacy rates, and many more girls are in school than ever 
before. These are all remarkable successes. 
  
Progress has also faced tough challenges in developing regions due to high levels of poverty, armed 
conflicts and other emergencies. In Western Asia and North Africa, ongoing armed conflict has seen 
an increase in the proportion of children out of school. This is a worrying trend. 
  
While sub-Saharan Africa made the greatest progress in primary school enrolment among all 
developing regions – from 52 percent in 1990, up to 78 percent in 2012 – large disparities still remain. 
Children from the poorest households are four times more likely to be out of school than those of the 
richest households. Disparities between rural and urban areas also remain high. 
  
Achieving inclusive and quality education for all reaffirms the belief that education is one of the most 
powerful and proven vehicles for sustainable development. This goal ensures that all girls and boys 
complete free primary and secondary schooling by 2030. It also aims to provide equal access to 
affordable vocational training, and to eliminate gender and wealth disparities with the aim of 
achieving universal access to a quality higher education 
  

THE ISSUE 
  
THE ROLE OF BUSINESS 
  



Education is a fundamental human right and is indispensable for the achievement of sustainable 
development. We are only able to empower girls, combat climate change, fight inequality and end 
extreme poverty if all stakeholders, including business, commit themselves to advance the education 
goal. While education needs globally are immense, companies can leverage their resources and core 
competencies to support governments in delivering on their promise of education for all. Strong 
leadership through business can help unlock the necessary investments to ensure quality learning 
opportunities for all children and adults. 
  
The business case to invest in education can range from improving brand leadership to developing the 
capacity of future employees and building a more diverse employee pipeline. Education can help 
address the mismatch between skills of the available workforce and job vacancies, which is a key 
problem in many markets. Businesses can make long-term strategic investments in education that will 
lead to a larger, more talented pool of future employees. Investing in education can be a source of 
innovation and facilitate access to new markets. 
  
Education is often a local issue, which will require businesses to work within local education systems 
and in communities to determine the best utilization of resources. Business should apply best 
practices to engage responsibly in education, including promoting sustainable development topics in 
higher education, and support the public sector’s ability to provide inclusive and equitable quality 
learning opportunities for all 
  
 PROGRESS OF GOAL 4 IN 2019 
  
Despite the considerable progress on education access and participation over the past years, 262 
million children and youth aged 6 to 17 were still out of school in 2017, and more than half of 
children and adolescents are not meeting minimum proficiency standards in reading and mathematics. 
Rapid technological changes present opportunities and challenges, but the learning environment, the 
capacities of teachers and the quality of education have not kept pace. Refocused efforts are needed to 
improve learning outcomes for the full life cycle, especially for women, girls and marginalized people 
in vulnerable settings. 
  
In 72 countries with recent data, approximately 7 in 10 children aged 3 and 4 were developmentally 
on track in at least three of the following domains: literacy-numeracy, physical development, social-
emotional development, and learning. 
  
In 2015, an estimated 617 million children and adolescents of primary and lower secondary school 
age worldwide – more than 50 percent – were not achieving minimum proficiency levels in reading 
and mathematics. Of these, about two-thirds were attending school but were not learning in the 
classroom, or dropped out school. 
  
Some 750 million adults – two-thirds of them women – remained illiterate in 2016. Half of the global 
illiterate population lives in South Asia, and a quarter live in sub-Saharan Africa. 
  
Many developing countries still lack basic infrastructure and facilities to provide effective learning 
environments. Sub-Saharan Africa faces the biggest challenges: at the primary and lower secondary 
levels, less than half of schools have access to electricity, the Internet, computers, and basic drinking 
water. 
  



ODA for scholarships amounted to $1.3 billion in 2017. Australia, France, Japan, the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and institutions of the European Union accounted for nearly 
two-thirds of this total. 
  
Globally, there has been little progress in the percentage of primary school teachers who are trained: it 
has been stagnating at about 85 percent since 2015. The proportion is lowest in sub-Saharan Africa 
(64 percent). 

FACTS AND FIGURES 
  
Enrolment in primary education in developing countries has reached 91 percent but 57 million 
children remain out of school. 
More than half of children that have not enrolled in school live in sub-Saharan Africa. 
An estimated 50 percent of out-of-school children of primary school age live in conflict-affected 
areas. 
103 million youth worldwide lack basic literacy skills, and more than 60 percent of them are women. 

KEY EVENTS 

EVENT DATE EXPLANATION

Creation of the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP)

22 November 
1965

The UNDP is the UN’s department in charge of 
development. It advocates for change and connects 
countries to knowledge, experience, and resources 
to help people build a better life for themselves. It 
provides expert advice, training and grants support 
to developing countries, with the increasing 
emphasis on assistance to the least developed 
countries. It promotes technical and investment 
cooperation among nations. The UNDP was key to 
the creation of the 17 SDGs.

Creation of the High-Level 
Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development 
(HLPF)

24 September 
2013

The HLPF is responsible for the entire 
organization's policy on sustainable development. It 
adopts negotiated declarations, reviews commitment 
and the progress of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. It is vital for the SDGs to 
eventually work.

The SDGs were officially 
established on this date

1 January 
2016

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development — adopted by world leaders in 
September 2015 at a historic UN Summit — 
officially came into force.

First-ever International Day 
of Education 

23 January 
2019

This important date shows how important progress 
is being made to progressively, acknowledge the 
vast role education plays in society worldwide.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Least_developed_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2030_Agenda_for_Sustainable_Development


PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE  

To help solve the issue, 10 targets were set by the General Assembly and the Sustainable 
Development Committee, hoping that these would ease the job for activists, organizations, and 
governments in member countries: 

1. By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and 
secondary education leading to relevant and Goal-4 effective learning outcomes. The 
provision of 12 years of free, publicly-funded, inclusive, equitable, quality primary and 
secondary education – of which at least nine years are compulsory, leading to relevant 
learning outcomes – should be ensured for all, without discrimination.  

2. By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood 
development, care, and preprimary education so that they are ready for primary education. 
The provision of at least one year of free and compulsory quality pre-primary education is 
encouraged, to be delivered by well-trained educators, as well as that of early childhood 
development and care.  

3. By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, 
vocational and tertiary education, including university. It is imperative to reduce barriers to 
skills development and technical and vocational education and training (TVET), starting from 
the secondary level, as well as to tertiary education, including university, and to provide 
lifelong learning opportunities for youth and adults. The provision of tertiary education 
should be made progressively free, in line with existing international agreements.  

4. By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, 
including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs, and 
entrepreneurship. Beyond work-specific skills, emphasis must be placed on developing high-
level cognitive and non-cognitive/transferable skills, such as problem-solving, critical 
thinking, creativity, teamwork, communication skills and conflict resolution, which can be 
used across a range of occupational fields.  

5. By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of 
education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, 
indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations. All people, irrespective of sex, age, 
race, color, ethnicity, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 

SDG Summit in New York 
City

24 - 25 
September 
2019

These two days, the UN decided on the most 
important parts of each SDG and set new targets. 
SDG 6 was affected by these measures, and it was 
given the importance it should be given, and the UN 
decided to set it as one of the main SDGs. 

UNESCO launches Futures 
of Education, a global 
initiative for helping the 
widespread of education, at 
the UN General Assembly in 
New York City.

26 September 
2019

UNESCO launched the  
Futures of Education initiative to reimagine how 
knowledge and learning can shape the futures of 
humanity in a context of increasing complexity, 
uncertainty, and precarity during a high-level event 
such as the United Nations General Assembly



property or birth, as well as persons with disabilities, migrants, indigenous peoples, and 
children and youth, especially those in vulnerable situations or other status, should have 
access to inclusive, equitable quality education and lifelong learning opportunities.  

6. By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, 
achieve literacy and numeracy. The principles, strategies, and actions for this target are 
underpinned by the contemporary understanding of literacy as a continuum of proficiency 
levels in a given context. It goes beyond the understanding of a simple dichotomy of ‘literate’ 
versus ‘illiterate’.  

7. By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote 
sustainable development, including, among others, through education for sustainable 
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture 
of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of 
culture’s contribution to sustainable development.  

8. Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and 
provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all. This target 
addresses the need for adequate physical infrastructure and safe, inclusive environments that 
nurture learning for all, regardless of background or disability status. 

9. By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to 
developing countries, in particular, least developed countries, small island developing States 
and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and 
information and communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programs, 
in developed countries and other developing countries.  

10. By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through 
international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially the least 
developed countries and small island developing states. Teachers are the key to achieving all 
of the SDG 4 targets. It requires urgent attention, with a more immediate deadline, because 
the equity gap in education is exacerbated by the shortage and uneven distribution of 
professionally trained teachers, especially in disadvantaged areas.  

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS  

Having seen the extreme difficulty of dealing with this problem due to the reasons given above, some 
possible solutions (some of which have already been attempted by the UN GA) are listed below: 

● Mount large-scale campaigns on the importance of education. Raise awareness of the 
problem that many people face when it comes to prospering in life without a basic level of 
literacy or/and numeracy. This is a task for governments and NGOs. 

● Payment options: Families who cannot pay the entire price of education should have need-
based payment options or scholarships.  

● Support the poorest: Support poor families with a one-time subsidy. For instance, try 
programs similar to those that help talented children in under-developed countries live to the 
maximum of their abilities. 
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To ease your work as delegates, I attach the link to a PDF emitted by the UNESCO to 
summarize SDG 4: 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNESCO-2019-HLPF_Beyond-en-
v7.pdf 

Furthermore, I obtained my research information from the following links, don’t hesitate to 
visit them in order to enrich your position papers and to come up with new creative solutions: 

1. https://www.sdgfund.org/goal-4-quality-education
2. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
3. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
4. UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
5. UN Children’s Fund
6. UN Development Programme
7. Global Education First Initiative
8. UN Population Fund: Comprehensive sexuality education
9. UN Office of the Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth
10. http://webtv.un.org/search?term=CSocD57&sort=date
11. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsummit
12. https://sdg4education2030.org/the-goal
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNESCO-2019-HLPF_Beyond-en-v7.pdf
https://www.sdgfund.org/goal-4-quality-education
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
http://en.unesco.org/themes/education-21st-century
http://www.unicef.org/education/
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http://www.globaleducationfirst.org/
http://www.unfpa.org/comprehensive-sexuality-education
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