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Question of: Abuses in the Sinai 

A Brief Introduction: 
The Sinai, named so due to its possessing of the religiously important Mount 

Sinai where Abraham supposedly formed the first Jewish covenant with G-d, lays as 
part of Eastern Egypt in the Red Sea. The majority of the Eastern side of the land 
borders Israel, whilst the rest is in close proximity with Jordan and Saudi Arabia, only 
detached by the Gulf of Aqaba. To the West, the region encounters the Suez Canal, 
geographically making the region a strip of land between two continents. It is 
sometimes said to form a ‘bridge between Asia and Africa’. 

To truly understand the topic in question, we must briefly run through a 
succession of definitions. According to the Oxford Dictionary, to ‘abuse’ means to 
‘use (something) wrongly’. A common definition for ‘wrong’ as a noun, ignoring 
much philosophical debate, is the ‘existence of ‘immorality or badness’’. This time, 
rather than finding the answer in a dictionary and receiving a definition somewhat 
similar to one prior, a quick search online tells us the following: 

• The greed of politicians is ‘wrong’ 
• Wars with no apparent outcome are ‘wrong’ 
• War crimes are ‘wrong’ 

Therefore, if we were to find matches between what we consider to be ‘wrong’, or 
‘bad’ and what already occurs in the Sinai, we should be inclined to pronounce it as 
an ‘abuse’. 

Historical Events Leading to the Issue: 
To truly understand the reasons behind the present ‘abuses’ in the Sinai, we 

resort back to previous conflicts. 1948 saw the ‘Arab-Israeli War’ whereby Egypt, 
allied with modern day Jordan, Syria and Iraq, entered the sovereign state of Israel. 
The current, sovereign, state of Israel was formed on the 14th May 1948 after the 
Israeli Declaration of Independence was signed. Only a day later, a collaboration of 
Arab states (including Egypt), entered the newly formed state. The next 10 months 
were a time of conflict for the Sinai Peninsula because of its geographical intimacy 
with Israel. 

Consequently, the ‘Battles of the Sinai’, from December of 1948 to January of 
1949, were a response by the IDF (Israeli Defence Force), influenced by Operation 
Horev, formulated by Yigal Allon, a major participator in said war. This time Israeli 
forces entered Egypt via the Sinai Peninsula, eventually reaching Abu Ageila, 
sparking and winning the Battle of Umm Katef. The Israeli force ‘Negev’ wherefore 
freed many Palestinian Arab prisoners held in Egypt, and in the same way captured 
hundreds of Egyptian soldiers to be imprisoned within the other side. 

Only 19 years later, the ‘Suez Crisis’, otherwise known as the ‘Sinai War’, 
was an attempt by the British, French and Israeli forces to regain the monopoly once 
held by the West in transporting goods to and from Europe and Asia without having to 



circumnavigate around the entirety of Africa. It was due to the pressures from major 
powers such as the U.S.A., Russia and the UN that prevented a full-scale conflict, and 
thus British troops had to withdraw rapidly, at the expense of much of their dignity. 
For this reason, the event is sometimes called the ‘6 Day War’, lasting only from 5th 
June 1967 – 10th June 1967. 

From what has already been gathered, it is in full clarity that Israel and Egypt 
have a winded, deceptive and erroneous relationship. From the view of a conspirator, 
one may notice the Israeli involvement in the Suez Crisis of 1967 as being of 
retribution, to some extent. The sovereign state of Israel was founded in 1948, some 
80 years after the canal was publicised. Yet, it seems that Israel took the opportunity 
of instability to take more of what the 1949 Armistice Agreement, upheld by the UN 
Truce Supervision Organisation, sought to prevent. 
Due to the Sinai’s direct border with Israel, it seems to be the primary location where 
conflict begins. 

Nonetheless, much of the current abuse in the Sinai seems to be the 
consequence of internal affairs, most specifically the ‘Sinai Insurgency’. In order to 
truly understand the impetus of said conflict, we must address the ‘Egyptian 
Revolution’, and how it led to the ‘Egyptian Crisis’ only 2 years later. 
A brutal regime led by president Hosni Mubarak incentivised mass youth-organised 
riots around the streets of Egypt at the start of 2011. It is said that under said regime, 
police brutality was worsened, as was freedom of speech and quality of living. The 
capital of Cairo was rapidly turned into a ‘warzone’, with around 850 killed in the 
clash overall. 
In consequence, Mubarak resigned less than 3 weeks later and power was handed to 
the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF). Constitution was soon suspended 
and Egypt suffered a military government for 6 months. 
By cause of such instability both economically and mentally for civilians in Egypt, 
Islamist Mohamed Morsi was elected to be the next president in June 2012. His 
government accordingly imposed an Islamic constitution upon Egypt via a temporary 
presidential decree, despite fierce opposition. Thenceforth, further mass protests broke 
out against his rule on 28th June 2013. 

Key Events: 

Early 2011 Egyptian revolution; people taking to the 
streets led to the resignation of Mubarak.

Mid 2013 Egyptian crisis; SCAF took power for 6 
months.

May 2013 Egyptian ‘Coup d’état’ led to ousting of 
Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi.

Late 2014 Extremist Jihads in the Sinai pledge 
allegiance to ISIL.



The Issue: 
Due to Islamic ties being broken in Egyptian government after the Crisis of 

2014, the Ansar Bait al-Maqdis group based in the Sinai pledged alliance to ISIL and 
the Sinai Province was named part of ISIL territory. The intimacy between the Sinai 
and the Middle East has made weapon distribution easier, and the threat of an 
increased number of terrorist attacks has risen. The tension here is rife considering its 
location between the fallen Mubarak regime and the fallen Libyan regime. Military 
attempts to restore peace and prevent illegal weapon distribution has simply led to 
more violence on both fronts, with the NCHR anxious about the safety of civilians in 
the region. 

According to the NCHR, most displaced families do not have access to decent 
education or healthcare. Salam, the NCHR correspondent for the Sinai, has stated that 
they have spotted the ‘displacement of over 1800 families’. After that report in 2015, 
this number has doubled. Amnesty International has reported that schools and homes 
are being demolished, including through the use of cluster bombs. 

In 2018 a major operation was launched in February involving police, the 
military and border guards to combat this extremist behaviour. This led to the deaths 
of 24 Egyptian troops, 8 more injured. Moreover, 36 jihadi fighters were killed, along 
with 3,100 being detained. 

According to the New York Times, Israeli warplanes have carried out covert 
air raids on the Sinai alongside the coordination of Egypt. Egypt’s continuous desire 
to use air strikes for small-scale targets has put civilians at risk, especially considering 
that people cannot be fully identified in the air with limited technology. This is 
especially true in the case of Bir al-Abd, when an air strike killed 9 innocent civilians 
in an air strike for a case which could have solved using troops on the ground. 

Due to the long battle against ISIL extremists in the region, Egyptian military 
forces have themselves become somewhat heavy handed. A 2-year human rights 
investigation in the region has documented extrajudicial killings, arbitrary mass 
arrests, forced disappearances, and overly harsh measures from armed forces among 
the civilians. The Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy pointed out that security 
forces in the Sinai detained 12,000 people in 5 years, attributing to their inability to 
catch true perpetrators. 

The same investigation also found the relative fragility of the Egyptian Armed 
Services. Troops often lack training and have no legitimate system of rapidly 
identifying suspects compared to civilians. They often open fire under pressure and 
use automatic rifles with little aim. Thus, accidental civilian deaths have become a 
common occurrence. The military does not train troops on the laws of warfare, 
according to the Geneva Conventions. The case of Moussa Ouda proves this well, 
when a stray bullet hit and paralysed a 10-year-old boy playing on the street outside 
his home in Sheikh Zuwayed, North Sinai. 

February 18, 2018 Major operation launched into the Sinai 
with the use of Egyptian air, ground and 
border guards.



No legal action has yet been placed on troops committing extrajudicial 
killings, with the state defending their actions and right to remain. Although some 
compensation has been paid to families of those deceased due to the Armed Services, 
the population want justice. 

As for the ISIL troops within the Sinai, it seems the military are placing the 
blame and reasoning to remain on their shoulders. 

Possible Solutions: 
• Egyptian Armed troops (SCAF) should be better trained in order to prevent 

accidental civilian casualties. 
• Israel could get involved by providing valuable weaponry and intelligence, in 

exchange for a section of the Sinai which they apparently plan to turn into a 
refugee camp for Palestinians 

• Mark Esper, the defence secretary for the US, could coordinate with General 
Zaki, the defence secretary for Egypt to provide tips and maintain western 
support as had been done previously for the Sinai Insurgence. 

• A further investigation should be carried out by the NCHR to ensure that 
conditions have not worsened in the region, and to pressure the military into 
following the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

• The Egyptian government could acknowledge Islam in order to create ties 
between Islamic extremists and non-Islamists in order to promote peace. 

• Egypt should coordinate with other countries in the middle east such as Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia for stricter border control to reduce weapon smuggling. 
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