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Introduction:
 

As you may already know the use of smartphones has
gone widespread this decade, from 2007-2019 at the time of
writing this report. This all began with the creator of apple,
such being Steve Jobs presenting the first version of the
iPhone.

 
Coltan is a mineral made up of two others, those being
tantalum and niobium. The mineral

itself is found in the raw ores known as tantalite and
pyrochlore. The actual raw material is mined in different
countries around the world. That being said they are mostly
found in the continents of America (specifically south
america), east Asia (China) and specially in Africa
(Democratic Republic of Congo herein referred to as DRC,
Zambia, Rwanda and Mozambique). The countries deemed to
be in violation of human rights is the DRC..
 

One of  composing minerals in coltan (tantalum) is used
for the creation of electronic

capacitors. Capacitors are not only ubiquitous in electronic
devices but have an extensive list of uses such as alternating
currents, “temporary batteries” and dissipating energy.
Knowing this we can determine that the use of coltan will be
continuous and everlasting until a cheap alternative option is
discovered since as of yet there has been none found with the
appropriate characteristics.
 
The Issue:
 

The actual issue comes in when we are dealing with initial
part of this economic chain, the mining and selling of the
mineral coltan itself. According to the declaration of human
rights put in by the UN in its charter the following articles are



not enforced in such countries and is in direct violation of
articles 2, 3, 5, 23, 24. The fact of the matter is that dou to the
harsh conditions provided by the wars that have been fought
in the region throughout history and the continuing civil wars
it is almost impossible for the state to put an end to this
madness and it’s not like the population can decide to not be
subject to such atrocities by going to school which are looted
and sacked as well as already underfunded both by the state
and NGOs. Hence the population is left to the will of the
perpetrators in this case being organized gangs, negotiators
and illegal operations. The main reason why such operations
are deemed illegal is due to the fact that there is almost no use
of licence and thus such money is not taxed (not that it would
even if licences were distributed with armed gangs ready to
attack any state forces that would enforce the law) and
because of the aforementioned Human rights abuses.

History of the conflict in DRC and why has it come to this
point

The history of the DRC begins in 1960 when the DRC
was about to gain its independence in a peaceful manner
through a vote, senate and assembly when a revolt began on
the its own military force. Soldiers through their ideals of
better pay and greater authority began the end of the new
decolonized DRC. Other military bases followed suit to the
first revolt in June 5th, little did they know what the started.
These groups came to be known as the Congolese national
army. To restore order Belgium sent troops and in response
the DRC called the UN to send their troops to help against
Belgium and furthermore asked for the retreat from Belgium.
The UN agreed to such a plea and Belgium troops were called
back the remainder of the DRC and the combined efforts of
the UN troops fought against the rebel groups. Furthermore
the Katanga province declared its independence 2 days before
the UN troops arrived. The US at the time was divided
between the thoughts of another classical communist
revolution and backing the UN in its decision, hence the
decided to take matters into their own hands and sent wave
after wave of diplomats to sway the events in their favour as
well as a traditional plan B to assassinate the president if the
worst scenario came to become reality.

Then the a military coup (Mutubu) happened which to
USA’s surprise led to the removal of all communists. The next
4 years that might have looked to get better did not. DRC was
found to be on unsteady terrain in its military, the US



continued to sway the government into a pro-western version
through the buying of votes and supplying the side which
benefited them. After these tricky 4 years a rebeling officer
from the Congolese national army put western citizens under
house arrest and a joint operation between Belgium and the
USA ensued to rescue the kidnapped civilians. After this
rescue operation Mutubu decided to orchestrate another coup
d’etat and took full control of the country with constant US
support on the military front.

Skipping forward a good bit we find ourselves in 1994
when the rwanda massacre happened and along with the
refugees who found themselves in DRC were also 7% of the
accused of the mass killing. In 1996 Rwanda and Uganda felt
the need to invade the refugee area of the DRC to get justice
for the horrors of 1994. Such a coalition was immediately
joined by the still present rebel military group of the
Congolese national army and removed Mutubu. After taking
power the leader of the CNA (Laurent Désiré Kabila) did not
find the present forces of Rwanda and Uganda and told them
to leave. This new “government” received support from
Zimbabwe and Angola. Such successful revolt is considered
the first Congo war.

If there is a first then there is the second and so it ensued.
The second Congo war was focused on the control of DRC
natural resources and there were 9 african countries
participating in this conflict. After Kabila was killed by a
bodyguard his son of 29 years of age was appointed president
in 2001. Joseph, Kabila’s son won the election in 2006,
although DRC supposedly reached agreements with Angola
and Rwanda this did not end the fighting in any manner
whatsoever.

 

Although such massive changes do not continue today,
they have left a mark. A large one at that, the reason why
understanding the beginning of the conflict is important is
because it lets us understand the reason for the complete and
utter inexistence of stability. It allows us to see why there are
now so many rebel and organized groups controlling and
terrorising the region. Such causes being for economic or
political reasons.

The influence of organized groups and the reason for their
maintained presence



After this history lesson we see the instability, the
madness and the suffering. Now to the reason why this is still
happening, Such groups can only be maintained by one thing
resources and since DRC does not really have the capability to
produce them there only lies one reason for their power
(money). The DRC is full and rich in natural resources as we
all should know by the presence of private western and
eastern enterprises, entities and corporations present. Such
groups have then turned to their only hand that will feed them
in our specific case coltan. It is to be noted that not only is it
used in all electronic devices but it also has a high market
value. After all it is a rare earth metal even more rare than
gold.

Key Events
 
 
Event/Date Explanation
1960 DRC Independence
1964 Relative 4 year peace imposed by the US
1994 Refugees flood DRC
1996 Uganda and Rwanda coalition to invade

DRC
2001 Death of Kabila, his son becomes president
2006 Re-election of Kabila’s son
2012 Active rebel groups become more present in

the area

2019- Continuing violation of human rights by the
coordinated groups controlling the area

 
 
 
Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue
 

Although there have been humanitarian efforts to help
the people in suffering, the country is at a stand still. The
government is at a complete loss. The international
communities sees the origin of the problem and acts
accordingly but that only makes things worse. This is because
since the government is responsible the state is punished but
this does not make justice, such actions and repercussions
only make everything roll downhill.

 
The government and the population find themselves in

the middle, between the dominant groups and the international
community and every action taken through the international
legal manner only lead to squish them further. The
international community has tried to send help, did not work,
has tried to restrict and ban the selling of the ore, has not



worked and has tried to provide care for the victims, which
does not solve the problem. The international community only
sees who is at fault but is still to take measures against the real
problem. That issue is the rebel groups, such entities do not
answer to international law, they do not answer to mining
restrictions, the do not answer to victim help. They only
answer to one and only thing, force. No amount of peace,
freedom or inaction is going to stop this rebel groups it is only
going to further the issue albeit making the fate of the
innocent civilians worse.

 
The measure that went the furthest was the restriction on

mining, this took place in 2010. The reason why this did not
and will not work is simple. Such groups do not answer to
such calls, thus the only effect this had was rebels taking more
control of mining facilities and keeping the market as it was in
the first place.  Worst of all it left citizens which were doing
the best with what they could completely unprotected

 
Another measure individually taken by the USA is the

temporary ban of coltan purchases from Africa. Although this
may do some damage one thing that history teaches us is that
you can neither control the market or nor plan it. It is
consumer driven and as such there will always be different
ways to provide the consumer that which he/she wants. In
some cases it just pushes the product to the black market, this
is also known as the balloon effect which means that even if a
mayor route of production is shut down the route to the
consumer will always remain the same. One clear example of
how the consumer controls so much of the economic chain is
the consumption of of crystal meth in the USA when the
government banned certain chemicals that are used in the
production of the drug, mayor cartels and suppliers had to
close business but small scale operations went up by a great
factor and consumption more or less remained the same once
the market stabilized. This is not to say that we should not
take action whatsoever.

 
 

Possible Solutions
 

Taking the noted information regarding the unresponsive
rebels we can only extrapolate certain and direct actions that
will shake their structure and the manner of functioning. The
only way for such thing to happen is to influence what keeps
them stable their power persay. This in money and resources



only influence by their control of mining, selling and market
value. hence the only solution that would destabilize their core
would be:

 
● International intervention with use of force to take away

the land that they utilise illegally
●  Indirect action through the market, be it a substitute for

Coltan or a huge decrease in value
●  Ban smart-devices and all electronics that use electronic

components related to coltan
●  Ban imports from such areas (note that resources could

still be smuggled)
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