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Introduction 

 The United Nations works on the three pillars of Human Rights, Peace and Security, and 

Development. Social and Economic changes bring challenges and situations that call for coordinated, 

unified responses. The United Nations Charter states that one of the goals is "to achieve international 

co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian 

character." In the aftermath of WWII, the UN supported Europe in rebuilding the continent. 

Nowadays the Organization coordinates humanitarian relief operations due to natural and man-

made disasters that overwhelm the relief capacity of national authorities. Increasingly complex 

humanitarian crises affect a growing number of people all over the world. These situations call 

for coordinated actions produced from skills and resources from different partners. 

 Since the 1990s, the Economic and Social Council contributes to conflict prevention and 

peace-building after the Security Council, the General Assembly and ECOSOC recognized the need 

for coordinated support for countries in conflict. ECOSOC has been developing mechanisms that 

respond to these conflicts and help the countries on their journey to development. 

More than 80% of humanitarian aid is provided to victims of war and conflict. While these 

threats are politically complex and difficult to assess, humanitarian aid originally focused on saving 

human lives and reducing suffering. Today, humanitarian aid includes strengthening local groups, 

enforcing rights and pursuing solidarity to make the assistance long-lasting. A new approach of 

connecting rehabilitation and development links short-term emergency relief to long-term 

development efforts. 

 One of the major weaknesses in the humanitarian system is the lack of coordination in 

humanitarian responses and the lack of leadership from the Humanitarian Coordinator. 

 

The Issue 

Armed Conflict 

International humanitarian law is continuously undermined by parties to conflicts. They 

intentionally and recklessly kill hundreds of civilians, often with impunity. Civilian suffering and 

death is the very purpose of attacks in armed conflicts and denial of aid. In many cases, explosive 

weapons are set off in densely populated public areas with the goal of killing, injuring or displacing 

innocent people and destroying their homes and infrastructure. In 2014, 92 per cent of the casualties 

caused by explosive weapons were civilians. Civilians harmed by explosive weapons require medical 

treatment that they often cannot be granted since hospitals and clinics have been destroyed. The parties 

to conflict therefore deny humanitarian access to the people who are affected by the attacks. 

It is of increasing importance to improve international compliance with humanitarian law and 

promote accountability for violations to better protect civilians from the aftermath of armed conflicts. 

 



Internal Displacement 

Violence and other forms of persecution force an average of 23,000 people to flee their homes 

every day. The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre reported that by the end of 2014, 38 million 

people have been internally displaced as a consequence of armed conflict and generalized violence, 

most of whom were women and children. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

recorded 18.1 million global refugees by mid-2014. The average length of internal displacement 

caused by armed conflict is 17 years. During this time the victims often lack access to basic services 

and struggle with their livelihood. Additionally, children lack access to proper education and women 

suffer gender-based violence. In general, internally displaced people are at an increased risk and 

vulnerability. The risk of disaster-induced displacement is estimated to have doubled in the last 40 

years. According to current expectations, demographic and socio-economic pressures and 

environmental changes will continue to create conditions of vulnerability and increased risk. 

Financing 

In 2014, over 76 million people in 31 countries received humanitarian aid and almost 11 

billion USD in funding were collected. The recurring need for aid and the general inability to resolve 

conflicts have caused continuing and more intensive crises, making it difficult for governments and 

organizations to react accordingly. 

Additionally, crises are becoming lengthier. 78% of humanitarian spending by the members of 

the Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development is spent on protracted emergencies. While appeals last for around seven years, recently 

countries such as Somalia and Sudan have had appeals that went on for ten years. The Central African 

Republic, Iraq, South Sudan and the Syrian Arab Republic account for 70 per cent of funding requests 

for 2015. While it is unlikely that a definitive political solution will be found, most crises are highly 

likely to have a humanitarian impact. 

Trends and Challenges 

The impacts of emerging global trends have the potential to change the environments in which 

humanitarian actors will operate in the future. Multiple inter-connected factors intensify people‟s 

vulnerability and present the humanitarian system with challenges that demand responses. 

1) Environmental problems 

According to the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters, 271 natural 

disasters took 6400 lives, affected 102 million people and caused 85 billion USD worth of 

damage. Every second recorded natural disaster occurred in Asia, making it the most 

affected region with 80% of all deaths. 

Global warming will have a radical impact on the way humanity approaches global 

security and livelihood sustainability. People living near sea level, in regions prone to 

drought or in areas where extreme weather conditions are becoming the norm are 

progressively more vulnerable and at risk of displacement. 

 

 



2) Financial and Economic Crisis 

The global financial crisis of 2008 continues to spread and reinforce itself. The poverty of 

millions of people, especially in developing countries, has drastic consequences for entire 

states. Approximately half the world‟s population lives on less than 1% of its wealth. 

The crisis threatens the availability of humanitarian assistance by causing a cutback of 

critical safety-nets. Furthermore, developed nations have been shrinking foreign aid 

budgets and therefore weakening the resources needed to cope with the increasing demand 

for aid. 

3) Resource scarcity 

An increase of over 40% in food prices endangers many vulnerable populations in 

developing nations. Increasing restrictions in access to basic resources and food cause 

famines, acute malnutrition and nutrient deficiencies among already poor people. 

The number of people without access to safe drinking water is expected to reach 2 billion 

by 2025. 

The energy demand is also calculated to increase one and a half times by 2030. Oil prices 

have increased by 36% since 2007 and will most likely continue to rise due to the growing 

population‟s demand. 

4) Changing nature of violence 

Protracted violence and conflicts weaken governments and institutions. Globalization has 

brought up new forms of violence through international terrorist networks and 

transnational criminal organizations. Rapid technological developments in the last decade 

have brought both advantages and disadvantages for the humanitarian community. 

Information and communication technologies connect individuals and communities, 

creating a new way of responding to and assessing emergencies. However, they also create 

new kinds of crimes (cybercrimes) and weapons. 

Safety and Security 

 The Aid Worker Security database reported that 270 aid workers were killed, kidnapped or 

seriously wounded in 2014. 67 of 105 killed workers were attacked while delivering assistance. 90% 

of the victims were national staff, who account for the majority of humanitarian workers. Violence 

against humanitarian workers and health-care personnel disturbs the provision of assistance and 

essential services. In the worst-case scenario, it can cause the closing of health facilities or the 

suspension of the delivery of assistance. 

Key States/Organizations Involved 

 The Red Cross 

 The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

 The UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 

 The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 



 The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 

 The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

 UN Women 

 The World Food Programme (WFP) 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) 

 The Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 

 The ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment (HAS) 

 

Key Events 

Event/Date Explanation 
1859 Genevan businessman Henry Dunant travels to 

northern Italy and finds himself a witness to the 

aftermath of the Battle of Solferino, inspiring 

him to 
1862 Write A Memory of Solferino and propose all 

nations coming together to create trained, 

volunteer relief groups. A committee— including 

Dunant and an early iteration of the Red Cross—

in Geneva explores ways to implement Dunant‟s 

ideas. 
February 1863 Foundation of the International Committee of 

the Red Cross 
October 1863 Delegates from 16 countries and military medical 

personnel discuss the terms of a wartime 

humanitarian agreement in Geneva, later 

becoming known as the First Geneva 

Convention. 
1906 The Swiss government arranges a conference of 

35 states to update the First Geneva Convention. 

The 1906 Convention replaces the First 

Convention. 
1929 After WWI, updates further support the civilized 

treatment of war prisoners. 
General Assembly in Paris/10.12.1948 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR) is proclaimed by the United Nations 

General Assembly as a common standard of 

achievements for all peoples and all nations. It 

sets out fundamental human rights to be 

universally protected. 
1949 The Geneva Conventions are expanded to protect 

non-combatant civilians. 
1977 Protocols I and II are added to the Conventions, 

increasing the protection for civilians, military 

workers and journalists during international 

armed conflict. 

 



Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

Geneva Convention and Additional Protocols 

The four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the two Additional Protocols of 1977 relating to the 

protection of victims in armed conflict are imperative for international humanitarian law. They 

produced a number of agreements, in particular the Humanitarian Law of Armed Conflicts, 

and several international laws for the humane treatment of wounded or captured military 

personnel, medical personnel and non-military civilians during war or armed conflicts.  Their 

shared goal is to limit the damage of armed conflicts by protecting the involved people and restricting 

the means of warfare. In March 2003, 190 States were party to the Geneva Conventions. They are 

monitored by the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Good Humanitarian Donorship 

The GHD initiative was organized by donor governments in Stockholm in 2003 to achieve 

efficient and principled humanitarian assistance. It creates a forum to discuss good practices in funding 

humanitarian assistance and other common concerns. Through the definition of principles and 

standards, it presents a framework to guide humanitarian aid and a mechanism for greater donor 

accountability. 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 

The Convention on Genocide was adopted in 1948 in the aftermath of the Second World War. 

The UN recognizes that "genocide is an international crime, which entails the national and 

international responsibility of individual persons and states." The Convention provides a definition of 

genocide and has been ratified by the overwhelming majority of States. 

Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 

The World Conference on Disaster Reduction in January 2005 in Kobe, Hyogo, Japan, adopted 

the present Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to 

Disasters. It provided the possibility to promote a strategic and systematic approach to reducing 

vulnerabilities and risks to hazards. It emphasized the need for, and identified ways of, building the 

resilience of nations and communities to disasters. 

Oslo Guidelines on the Use of Foreign Military and Civil Defence Assets in Disaster Relief 

These guidelines are the result of the international conference in Oslo, Norway, in January 

1994. More than 180 delegates from 45 States and 25 organizations took part in the conference and 

worked towards the goal of creating a basic framework for a formal and more efficient use of foreign 

military and civil defence assets in international disaster relief operations. 

UN Resolutions 

 A/RES/58/114 (Strengthening of the Coordination of Emergency Humanitarian 

Assistance of the United Nations) 

 A/RES/63/137 (Strengthening emergency relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction and 

prevention in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster) 

 A/RES/63/139 (Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian 

assistance of the United Nations) 



 A/RES/63/141(International cooperation on humanitarian assistance in the field of 

natural disasters, from relief to development) 

The Humanitarian-Development Nexus 

The protracted nature of crises and scarce development action has caused an increase in cost 

and length of humanitarian assistance in the past years. Appeals now last an average of seven years 

and their size has increased by almost four times. This has created the wish for better connectivity of 

humanitarian and development efforts to reduce the level of need and create a future where no one is 

left behind. 

According to the World Humanitarian Summit of 2016, strengthened cooperation between 

parties involved in aspects of humanitarian aid, development and peace would overall improve 

humanitarian assistance. This is also called the “nexus” approach. 

This New Way of Working (NWOW), as outlined in the Secretary-General‟s Report for the 

WHS and the Agenda for Humanity, hopes to achieve collective results that reduce risk and 

vulnerability with the help of a diverse range of actors. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Satisfying the needs of affected populations should be the main goal of any humanitarian 

response. The context, capacities, needs and the perspective of each actor need to be taken into 

account in order to make the cooperation work.  Some solutions could include: 

 Increasing effectiveness through maximized resources and expertise by connecting the 

involved parties 

 strengthening humanitarian action in a sustainable way that offers the possibility of 

development 

 planning humanitarian responses over a multi-year framework and linking them with 

development planning processes 

 promoting greater respect for humanitarian principles 

 boosting compliance with international humanitarian law/ holding violators of the law 

accountable by pursuing all domestic and international options 

 recognizing the destructive character of explosive weapons, strengthening the political 

commitment to address the issue and developing practical measures 

 addressing displacement through strengthened efforts and long-term strategies based 

on national and regional framework 

 actively engaging affected people through communication, participation and support 

 working together with experts from different fields (meteorologists, economists, 

demographers); developing links with militaries, private military and security companies, 

corporations, religious institutions, and diaspora communities 

 improving the existing systems to operate more efficiently, rapidly and flexibly 

 approaching and reaching new donors. 
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