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Introduction  
Organ trafficking has been around ever since the technology of doing organ transplants has. The need 
for healthy organs has increased, but most systems, even in the welfare states, are not able to provide a 
long list of living-donors who are willing to give an organ to a stranger. In less developed countries, 
the organs donation legal system is very limited or inexistent.  For many people, living in those 
welfare states it is a matter of waiting to receive a transplant and having an increasing chance of dying 
or desperately turning into the international illegal organ trafficking ring. For many suffering patients, 
the illegal organ trafficking is the only option left and increasing the demand for donated organs the 
uncontrolled trafficking and the challenges of transplantation are at their peaks.  

As many people believe, organ trafficking saves lives of a lot of waiting and suffering patients. 
However, there is a long tail to that story. The majority of the living-donor ‘volunteering’ give their 
organs to a stranger in need. At least, that is what the official document says that needs to be signed by 
all actors before the transplants take place. Nonetheless, in many cases the living-donors are trained 
beforehand to answer the questions correctly that doctors might ask. In reality, the donors are paid 
money for their organs. The reason why the donor agreed on selling their organs is because they see it 
as the only way out of the poor situation they live in now.  

The problem of organ trafficking is not only that people will sell body part in order to get out of 
poverty, it is the entire process of organ transplants that happens illegally and or uncontrolled.  

The issue:  
Organ trafficking is a reality in many parts of the world. Well-known sources of donors are countries 
such as Brazil, India, The Philippines, Kosovo and Moldova. However, many of those countries 
including Brazil, India and Moldova have banned buying or selling organs.  

The issue of organ trafficking illegal organ trafficking is that it happens uncontrolled, however this 
differs for every area. It could have been an advertisement on Classified Advertisement Websites , or 
the living-donor could have been blackmailed into selling a kidney. Because of this, the issue needs to 
be looked at from different points of view.  

Insufficient medical examination 

In many underdeveloped countries, the process of the organ transplantation can lack many medical 
necessities. The most important is that the recipient and the donor match, they must have matching at 
least their blood types. However, there are many more things that need to be checked before anything 
of the surgery takes place: the donor must be healthy, their body must be able to miss a part of an 
organ or an entire organ; also, the given organ must be healthy.  

Unfortunately, in some cases, the medical checklist ends by the matching blood types. If all the other 
aspects are not being checked, both recipient and donor risk their lives.  

Health risk and insurance  
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Many studies have found an increasing chance of getting the HIV and the hepatitis B and C viruses 
during the transmission of organs.  

Risks of illegal organ transplantation are not just facing criminal records, people who decide to enter 
the ring of organ trafficking risk their health as well. Since the entire process is illegal, not many 
governments and or insurance companies will cover any costs that could occur after the 
transplantation.  

Non-volunteering donors 

As stated in the introduction of the issue, not every volunteering donor actually volunteers in giving an 
organ to a stranger. They could have been blackmailed or forced into being a donor. And, because the 
process of organ trafficking is illegal, there is no one to protect the victims of organ trafficking.  

Money  

In ads on  the web, the intermediary or even the surgeon itself promise a certain amount of money to 
the living-donor once they underwent the surgery. However, the promised money is often not being 
given to the living-donor. In most situations, the money that is paid by the recipient will not directly 
go to the donor, which is something that is said to the donor. But, in reality, the paid money by the 
recipient is used to pay the surgeons and surgeons’ assistants, the medical clinic and other factors that 
are involved in the entire process. In the end, the donor gets the money that is left. In the worst case 
scenarios none of the promised money is being given. 

Another problem that occurs with the ‘deal’ is that donors get different amount of money for the same 
organ depending on where they live. For example, in the Philippines people receive a thousand to two 
thousand US dollars for a kidney. Whereas in the United States of America some people receive 
20,000 US dollars for a kidney. The significant difference is definitely worth thinking about when 
solving the issue of organ trafficking.  

Other problems that may occur 

The assigned surgeon may not have all the required diploma’s and registration. This problem may lead 
to an increased health risk.  

Lack of data  

The organ trafficking is illegal, therefore there is a lack of data. Finding and coming up with solutions 
may be difficult because there are very few statistics of health risks, the number of transplants, 
surgeons and patients.  

The organ-importing countries 

The term “organ-importing countries” is used here to refer to the countries of origin of the patients 
going overseas to purchase organs for transplantation. A report by Organs Watch, an organization 
based at the University of California, USA, identified Australia, Canada, Israel, Japan, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia and the USA as major organ-importing countries. 

The organ-exporting countries 

The term “organ-importing countries” is used here to refer to the countries of origin of the living-
donors.  

India was commonly known to be the main organ-exporting country, however because of the law that 
was established in 1994 (the Human Organ Transplantation Act of 1994) the number of living-donors 
dropped significantly. The drop in foreign recipients in India was accompanied by an increase in the 
number of foreign recipients in other countries, such as Pakistan and the Philippines. Still,  a 2016 
report by The Voluntary Health Association of India estimates that about 2000 Indians sell a kidney 
every year.  
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In Pakistan, according to the Sindhi Institute of Urology, approximately 2000 renal transplants were 
performed in 2005, of which up to two-thirds were estimated to have been performed on foreigners.  

In the Philippines, data obtained from the Renal Disease Control Program of the Department of 
Health, National Kidney Transplant Institute, show that of the 468 kidney transplants in 2003, 110 
were for patients from abroad. The Philippine government is moving towards institutionalization of 
paid kidney donation and acceptance of foreign patients. 

In China, around 12 000 kidney and liver transplants were performed in 2005. Most of the transplant 
organs were alleged to have been procured from executed prisoners, a practice which itself is criticized 
by the international community. 

The number of foreign recipients in China is difficult to estimate, but a media report offers 
circumstantial evidence that over half of the 900 kidney and liver transplants performed in one major 
transplant centre in 2004 were for non-Chinese citizens from 19 countries.  

In Colombia, where 69 of 873 organ transplants were performed on foreigners, there is an allegation 
that organs of deceased donors were used in the organ transplants that were commercially arranged for 
foreigners. 

The case of the Islamic Republic of Iran merits a special mention: paid kidney donation is practised 
legally but there is a strict regulation of the allocation of organs to non-local citizens, thereby 
restricting the international organ trade. 

Other countries where kidneys are reportedly sold include Bolivia, Brazil, Iraq, Israel, the Republic of 
Moldova, Peru and Turkey. 

Organisations involved  

The World Health Organisation (WHO) plays a major role in this issue. It is the leading party in 
solving this problem. Other organisations who play a role in this problem are mostly governmental 
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institutions. This is because right now organ trafficking is a crime and therefore, federal powers are 
often involved.  

Key events: 

Previous attempts to solve the issue:  
WHA (2017) 

 A resolution adopted at the World Health Assembly 2017 (WHA) voiced “concern at the 
growing insufficiency of available human material for transplantation to meet patient needs,” and 
urged Member States to “extend the use of living kidney donations when possible, in addition to 
donations from deceased donors.” 

 It also urged governments “to take measures to protect the poorest and most vulnerable groups 
from ‘transplant tourism’ and the sale of tissues and organs, including attention to the wider problem 
of international trafficking in human tissues and organs.” 

Possible solutions 
• The full legalization of receiving money for your organs  

• Increasing the donor register 

• The full legalization of organ trafficking  

• Creating a new UN organization under the WHO, which is specified in organ trafficking  

• Starting an awareness campaign  
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