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Introduction  

The Central African Republic (CAR) suffers from great issues. Even though CAR is blessed with 
abundance of natural resources such as diamond, uranium, timber, gold, etc., CAR remains to be one 
of the poorest countries in the world. Thereby, CAR has a literacy rate of only 56.6%, which falls 
below the average of Africa. In addition, CAR suffers from other major issues such as the presence of 
HIV/aids and Malaria, and other issues such as hundreds of thousands of people fleeing due to 
political conflicts, religious clashes between Muslims and Christians. Despite the peaceful elections in 
february 2016 and a gradual transition to peace and stability, CAR turned into chaos in mid-june 2016 
because of intensified clashes between the ex-Seleka alliance and anti-Balaka militia. Even now, the 
situation in CAR is getting worse and worse. Medical aid is a necessity, but CAR is not safe and aid 
workers are withdrawn, leaving thousand of people demanding medical help.   

 Key Events 

Key states/Organizations involved 

● MESAN (Movement for the Social Evolution of black Africa) = a political party in CAR. Its 
original form was a nationalist, religious party who sought for independence of Ubangi-Shari. 

● UFDR (Union of Democratic Forces for Unity) = originally a rebel group who fought against 
the government in the Central African Republic Bush War, since April 13 2007 UFDR is 
recognized as a political party. 

● APRD (People's Army for the Restoration of Democracy) = a rebel group operating in the 
northwest CAR. APRD claimed it wished to overthrow François Bozizé. It was the last to 
engage the peace processes between 3 rebel coalitions in 2007. 

●  LRA (Lord’s Resistance Army) = a rebel group that operates in Uganda, CAR, South Sudan 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. LRA is not motivated by a political agenda, 
however the LRA is known for operating as a cult for its leader Joseph Kony.  

● CPJP (Convention of Patriots for Justice and Peace) = a rebel group that was involved in the 
CAR Bush War. It signed a ceasefire with the government of CAR on June 12, 2011. 
However the CPJP joined the Séléka alliance, who overthrew Bozizé in March 2013. 

● MINUSCA (United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central 
African Republic) = a UN organisation that focuses on the peacekeeping of CAR civilians 
under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. 

● Séléka = an alliance of rebel militia and a terrorist group. Séléka has been dissolved in 
September 2013, however there are still ex-Séléka members who still operate from the 
original beliefs. Members of Séléka are almost entirely Muslim. 

● Anti-balaka = a militia and terrorist group mainly composed of Christians. It is a terrorist 
group who has been reportedly attacking Muslim civilians.   

         
      



       

Bozize ousted 

2012 
november

New Seleka rebel coalition rapidly overruns north and centre of country.

2013 march Seleka rebels overrun the capital and seize power. President Bozize flees. Rebel 
leader Michel Djotodia suspends constitution and dissolves parliament in a coup 
condemned internationally.

2-13 august Coup leader Michel Djotodia is sworn in as president. 
UN Security Council warns CAR poses a risk to regional stability. UN chief Ban Ki-
moon says CAR has suffered a "total breakdown of law and order".

2013 
september

Djotodia dissolves Seleka coalition. He is criticised for failing to control the fighters.

2013 
october

UN Security Council approves the deployment of a UN peacekeeping force. It 
would support African Union troops already on the ground and French troops 
controlling the airport.

2013 
november

US casts doubt on Central African Republic official reports that Ugandan Lord's 
Resistance Army rebel leader Joseph Kony is among LRA figures negotiating their 
surrender with the CAR authorities.

2013 
december

With turmoil continuing in the country and rival Muslim and Christian fighters 
accused of killing hundreds of people, France steps up its deployment of troops to 
1,600 in a bid to disarm the militias.

2014 
january

Interim president Michel Djotodia resigns over criticism that he failed to stop 
sectarian violence. Catherine Samba-Panza takes over as interim leader.

2014 april UN Security Council authorizes a peacekeeping force of 12,000 troops.

2014 may French and Estonian troops take charge of security at the airport in Bangui under a 
European Union mandate from previous French force.

2014 july Muslim Seleka rebels and Christian "anti-balaka" vigilante forces agree to a 
tentative ceasefire at talks in Brazzaville.

2014 august Muslim politician Mahamat Kamoun tasked with leading a transitional government.

2014 
september

UN formally takes over and augments African Union peacekeeping mission, 
renamed Minusca. European Union's French mission remains in place.

2015 
january

The CAR government rejects a ceasefire deal made in Kenya between two militia 
groups aimed at ending more than a year of clashes, saying it was not involved in 
the talks. 
UN accuses Christian militia of ethnic cleansing. 
EU-commissioned research reveals how Seleka fighters were illegally supplied with 
guns made in China and Iran.

2015 
february

The UN says that surging violence in the Central African Republic has forced tens of 
thousands to flee their homes since the beginning of the year to escape killings, rape 
and pillaging by militias.
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Current situation  

2015 may Prosecutors in France open a judicial investigation into alleged child abuse by 
French soldiers.

2015 
september

Communal clashes break out in Bangui after Muslim taxi-driver attacked.

2015 
november

Pope visits, calls for peace between Muslims, Christians.

2015 
december

New constitution approved in referendum. Parliamentary and presidential elections 
pass off peacefully, but constitutional court annuls results of parliamentary poll, 
citing irregularities.

2016 
february

Faustin-Archange Touadera wins presidential election in the run-off.

2016 june International Criminal Court sentences Congolese ex-rebel Jean-Pierre Bemba to 
eighteen years in prison for his militia's abuses in CAR between 2002 and 2003.

2016 july Kidnappings by Lord's Resistance Army reportedly on increase in CAR.

2017 april Uganda withdraws its forces from the Central African Republic where it has been 
fighting the Lord's Resistance Army for five years.

2017 may Upsurge in violence, blamed in part on the withdrawal of foreign forces. 
Several UN peacekeepers are killed in a number of attacks, including on a base and 
a convoy.

2017 july Several aid agencies withdraw because of the violence, saying they are leaving tens 
of thousands without support.

2017 
september

The UN refugee agency says continuing violence has caused the highest level of 
displacement since the start of the crisis in 2013. More than 1 million people have 
left their homes.



Figure 1: This map shows the battles that happened throughout the civil war up until 5 January 

2013 (Source: The South African) 

On December 10th 2012, the SPJP and MLCJ created a coalition called the Séléka rebel coalition. 
This coalition launched military attacks against the government and President François Bozizé as they 
believed that they did not adhere to the peace treaties signed in 2007 after the Bush war. They were far 
more violent and are considered radical islamist groups as they aim to oppress the Christian population 
in the CAR. 

At the beginning, they captured the towns of N’Délé as well as other small towns on 
December 
10th 2012. 
Later, on the 
15th, the town 
of Bamingui. 
3 days later, 
the town of 
Bria was 
captured. A 
day after that 
Kabo was 
captured. The 
attacks 
followed 
through the 
entire country, 
which can be 

seen in Figure 1. The UNSC has condemned the Séléka on their attacks.  

 On March 24th of the following year, the rebels captured the capital of the CAR, Bangui. This 
resulted in the President (President Bozizé) to flee the country as Michel Djotodia, the leader of the 
rebellion, declared himself as the president of the CAR. At the same time, many reports claimed a 
number of cases related to human rights violations, such as child soldiers, rape and torture. It was at 
the time when the Prime Minister of the CAR requested for a UN peacekeeping force from the UN 
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Security Council, but President Bozizé was considered guilty for humanitarian crimes and unlawful 
genocide. This was condemned by the African Union and Ban Ki-moon, the UN Secretary-General.  

 A large proportion of the population was internally displaced (an estimated 650,000) and an 
immensely large proportion fled the CAR to refugee camps (an estimated 300,000). According to a 
ICG report, 1 on 2 of the population of CAR is in need of urgent aid.  

 The governmental overthrow resulted in a suspension of membership of the Central African 
Republic in the African Union (AU) and the imposition of economic sanctions against the Séléka by 
the AU. Later, Michel Djotodia was elected president of the CAR on April 13th, 2013. The Economic 
Community of Central African States (ECCAS) formally acknowledged Djotodia as president. After 
this, France and later the EU sent military forces to fight Séléka.  

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

The UN Security Council  created the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 
Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA), which tried to promote 
peacekeeping throughout the conflict. This was successful to some extent, as the death toll has 
decreased. Yet, the issue was not solved as a whole. The CAR still suffers from humanitarian crimes, 
an unstable government and rebellion groups. 

A ceasefire agreement was attempted to be made for the Séléka. However, this was 
unsuccessful as the ceasefire was rejected and the Séléka continued to fight.  

 A variety of countries have sent military troops to help the CAR, including France, Estonia, a 
EU peacekeeping force and the African Union. However, this increased the humanitarian situation as a 
whole and did not decrease peace and security in the region, but caused it to escalate. 

Possible Solutions  

● In order to ensure the safety and security of the population, refugee centers could be created 
where the population would be protected from the ongoing conflict occurring throughout the 
Central African Republic. Instead of this, another solution would be to establish neutral cities 
where the government would not have control, and neither would any rebels. This neutral 
ground would be protected by the UN peacekeepers.  

● To prevent the humanitarian crimes from affecting local citizens, military troops must be 
stationed with the aim to defend the citizens. After the end of the civil war, the remaining 
issues that the rebellion might have could be solved by peaceful means with aid from the UN. 

● Another way to ensure the security of the population would be to write a successful ceasefire 
in order to prevent the death toll to rise in the CAR, and find a way to actively enforce it so 
that it cannot be broken. For instance, by sentences on breaking the ceasefire, carried out by 
UN court.  
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