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BILBAO DECLARATION
On the occasion of the First Ministerial Meeting
of Model Arctic Council Bilbao
1.

WE, the Ministers of the Arctic States of Model Arctic Council Bilbao (MAC
Bilbao), joined by representatives of the indigenous Permanent Participant
organisations of MAC Bilbao;

2.

HAVING GATHERED in Bilbao, Basque Autonomous Community, Spain, on 27th
January 2018 at the First Ministerial Meeting of MAC Bilbao;

3.

CONFIRMING the commitment of MAC Bilbao to raise awareness of the Arctic
as a region; promote respect for Arctic peoples and their indigenous rights; and
enhance understanding of the diverse societies, economies, cultures and
ecosystems of the Arctic;
HEREBY DECLARE:

Arctic wetlands and climate change
4.

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the culture of Arctic indigenous people and the
economies of Arctic States when tackling climate change;

5.

AWARE of how climate change is negatively affecting wetlands and their unique
environment and biodiversity;

6.

BEARING IN MIND that climate change is faster and more severe in the Arctic
than in most of the world;

7.

AFFIRMING that Arctic wetlands lock up vast amounts of carbon in the form of
frozen peat and soil;

8.

FULLY AWARE that combating climate change is an urgent common challenge
for the international community, and that it requires immediate global action;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
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9.

REQUEST that all actions that Arctic States are capable of taking to reverse the
effects of climate change are taken in conjunction with actions in the subsequent
clauses;

10. PROPOSE that all Arctic States continue investing in environmental research, and
in particular to:
a. Cooperate on such research with Permanent Participants;
b. Convene an annual congress at which all Arctic States present the results
of such research, as well as progress on wetland conservation;
c. Build a database based on information gathered through such research,
including but not limited to maps showing the extent of wetlands,
forecasts of potential consequences of climate change on wetlands, etc;
11. CALL UPON Arctic States to fund conventions involved with wetlands research
and conservation, e.g. the Ramsar Convention;
12. ENDORSE the use of new technologies to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions;
13. SUGGEST that Arctic States discuss and agree penalties for failure to reduce
greenhouse-gas emissions, the proceeds of which to be used to finance research
on wetlands;
14. ENCOURAGE Arctic States to promote greater awareness of wetland
conservation, as well as to provide NGOs with information obtained through
research on wetlands for the same purpose;

Educational opportunity for Arctic children
15. REGRETTING the connection between having problems at school and committing
suicide;
16. ALARMED that Arctic indigenous people have been deprived of their human rights
and freedoms, particularly the rights of children, which according to United
Nations definition include the right to an education, in addition to rights to
protection, health-care, shelter and good nutrition;
17. CONSCIOUS OF friendly collaboration between Arctic States and Permanent
Participants;
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18. RECALLING historical forced assimilation of indigenous people and the
destruction of indigenous culture;
19. UNDERSTANDING the intimate relationship between indigenous people and their
culture;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
20. REMIND Arctic States of the need for proper funding of the actions encouraged in
the subsequent clauses;
21. URGE the development of official educational curricula relevant to indigenous
peoples as determined by indigenous peoples themselves, and specifically to:
a. Allow for the bilingual education of indigenous children in both their
own indigenous language and the national language;
b. Allow for indigenous children to be taught only in their indigenous
language if desired, except in Russia where the law requires all pupils to
learn Russian;
22. ENCOURAGE Arctic States to establish scholarly institutions in the Arctic, such as
universities and schools, equipped with appropriate technological resources;
23. SUGGEST that Arctic States introduce online or distance-learning technologies in
communities and households that may not be near schools and universities;
24. ENDORSE the actions of Arctic States to promote educational attainment in the
Arctic through advertisements and educational counselling;
25. STRONGLY RECOMMEND that Arctic States take steps to attract qualified teachers
to the Arctic, such as by providing good educational facilities, special paid leave,
maternity benefits, etc;
26. FURTHER RECOMMEND that Arctic States pay attention to risk factors that
increase the likelihood of suicide in the Arctic region, and that Arctic States
introduce local counselling to address social problems such as addiction, violence
or mental illness;
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The European Union as an Arctic Council Observer
27. RECOGNISING that the time required to achieve consensus amongst the Arctic
States on the above issues precluded discussion of the European Union’s (EU’s)
application to become an Observer of the Arctic Council;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
28. RECONSIDER the EU’s application as soon as practicable at a future Ministerial
Meeting of MAC Bilbao.

Disclaimer
The 2018 Bilbao Declaration represents the collective agreement of the student
Delegates to the 2018 Model Arctic Council Bilbao (MAC Bilbao), an educational
initiative for secondary schools, and it does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Polar
Aspect or Colegio Ayalde.
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MODEL ARCTIC COUNCIL BILBAO IS AN INITIATIVE OF POLAR ASPECT
IN COLLABORATION WITH AND HOSTED BY COLEGIO AYALDE

