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Introduction: 
  
The earliest records of slavery can be traced back to 6800 BC when the first city-state emerges in 
Mesopotamia, it brought a war in which enemies were captured and forced to work. It became legal in 
a lot of countries the early 1600s, these slaves were used on the lands,or even in wars. Slavery did not 
end with the abolition in the 19th century, the practice still continues today and harms people in every 
country in the world.  

 The International Labour Organisation (ILO) estimates that about 40 million people are trapped in 
any form of slavery at any point in time, a large percentage of the victims are children and women. 
The most commonly recognised form of modern slavery by the United Nations is human trafficking, 
which is unfortunately incredibly widespread; the exact number of victims is unknown and vastly 
debated, but as of 2014, the number was around 2.5 million, with about 60% percent of those 
individuals being female.There are more people in slavery today than at any other time in history.  

Modern slavery was prohibited under the 1948 Universal Declaration of human Rights, which 
conveys the following:  “No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall 
be prohibited in all their forms.” 

The Issue: 
 
Slavery was first defined by the League of Nations Slavery Convention of 25 September 1926. It is 
defined as “the status or condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers attaching to the 
right of ownership are exercised”. The individual is deprived of choice or control over his life, such 
as, the restriction of the freedom of movement, the control of personal belongings. Furthermore, it is 
often accompanied by the threat of violence. In modern slavery the fundamental rights are lost, which  
includes: freedom of expression, religion, association, and also freedom to receive information and 
communicate may also occur. 

Slavery is everywhere  
There are tens of millions of people trapped in various forms of slavery throughout the world today. 
Reserachers stimates that 40.3 million are enslaved worldwide, generating $150 billion each year in 
illicit profits for traffickers.  

http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/lang--en/index.htm
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Of these 40.3 million victims:  

-24.9 million people were in forced labour. They were being forced to work under threat or coercion 
as domestic workers, on construction sites, in clandestine factories, on farms and fishing boats, in 
other sectors, and in the sex industry.  
-15.4 million people were living in a forced marriage to which they had not consented. They were en- 
during a situation that involved having lost their sexual autonomy and often involved providing labour 
under the guise of “marriage”. 
-Women and girls are disproportionately affected by modern slavery, accounting for 28.7 million, or 
71 per cent of the overall total.  
-Modern slavery occurred in every region of the world. Modern slavery was most prevalent in Africa, 
followed by Asia and the Pacific then Europe and Central Asia. 

Examples of Modern Slavery:  
 
1.Debt Bondage  
Debt bondage is defined by the UN as being the “status or condition arising from a pledge by a debtor 
of his personal services or those of a person under his control as security for a debt, if the value of 
those services as reasonably assessed is not applied towards the liquidation of the debt or the length 
and nature of those services are not respectively limited and defined”.It is the world’s most 
widespread form of slavery, when people borrow money they cannot repay and are required to work 
to pay off the debt, then losing control over the conditions of both their employment and the debt.  

2. Human Traffiking  
The protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traffiking in Persons defines Human Trafficking as: 
”the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or 
use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or 
of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the 
consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation”. Trafficking is 
considered a form of contemporary slavery as the victim has no control over themselves, their 
trafficker now essentially owns them. 

3.Forced Marriage  
When someone is married against their will and cannot leave the marriage. Most child marriages can 
be considered slavery.The 1956 Supplementary Convention to the Slavery Convention defines forced 
marriage as being where “a woman, without the right to refuse, is promised or given in marriage on 
payment of a consideration in money or in kind to her parents, guardian, family or any other person or 
group”. This non-consensual marriage is considered to be a form of modern slavery as, essentially, 
‘ownership’ of the woman is being passed from the parents/family/guardian to the new husband. 

4. Forced Labour or compulsory Labour: 
Any work or services which people are forced to do against their will under the threat of some form of 
punishment. According to the ILO Forced Labour Convention, 1930 it defined as "all work or service 
which is exacted from any person under the threat of a penalty and for which the person has not 
offered himself or herself voluntarily." 

5. Serfdom 
Serfdom can be categorised as a form of “servile status” that is defined as a condition or status of a 
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person who is by law, custom or agreement bound to live and labour on land that belongs to another 
person and to render some determinate service to such person – whether for reward or not.This 
system, regardless of its legal, economic, social or political nature, can be seen as oppressive power 
relationship that arises from ownership of land and disposition of its products. Serfdom often affects 
entire families as the status is frequently hereditary in nature and permanent in status. 

6.Other 
Other forms of modern slavery that the UN are concerned about are forced prostitution and child 
labour. Be sure to research these as well when preparing your resolution. 
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Key States/Organisations Involved 
 

         UNODC (United Nations Organisation for Drugs and Crime)  
The UNODC works under the mandate of the U.N. Trafficking Protocol in an attempt to tackle the 
issue of human trafficking. Their main focus is to aid countries in creating comprehensive plans to 
curb trafficking and seeing that said plans are followed through the training of criminal justice 
officials and providing the support needed to aid victims. 

UNESCO(United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation)  
Similar to the UNODC, UNESCO also seeks to aid nations in the curbing of modern day slavery. One 
of UNESCO’s main focuses is the “Project to Fight Human Trafficking in Africa”, in which they 
attempt to promote and implement culturally sensitive plans to help end slavery and trafficking 
primarily in women and children throughout southern and western Africa. In addition, UNESCO 
conducts much needed research in order to create a comprehensive understanding of trafficking issues 
in various areas, as well as how trafficking ties into other issues such as HIV/AIDS and drug abuse. 

ILO (International Labour Organisation)  
The ILO is a global organisation whose main goal is to give workers and employers a voice equal to 
the government. With that in mind, they are trying to raise awareness against any forms of forced 
labour, including slavery and trafficking. They seek to promote opportunities and rights for 
employees, while also harbouring a protection for their rights. In the past, the ILO has held 
workshops, spoken to governments, and endorsed legislation such as the National Pact for the 
Eradication of Slave Labor. 

Key Events 

Event/Date Explanation

December 10th, 1948 The UN passes the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights

1949 Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in 
Persons and of the Exploitation of the 
Prostitution of Others

1981 Mauritania abolishes slavery, meaning that 
slavery is now abolished worldwide

1919 The International Labor Organization (ILO) is 
founded to establish a code of global labor 
standards. Headquartered in Geneva, the ILO 
unites government, labor, and management to 
make recommendations concerning pay, 
working conditions, trade union rights, safety, 
woman and child labor, and social security.
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Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue  

Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery (WGCFS) 

    The WCGFS was established in 1974 with the aim of fighting against slavery and slavery-like 
practices, in particular those outlined in the 1926 and 1956 conventions. Both of those conventions 
lacked a sufficient state reporting clause, and the WGCFS’s mandate was insufficient. Because of this, 
it was unable to do its job thoroughly, and it has since been replaced by the Special Rapporteur. 

The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, its causes and consequences 

   The Special Rapporteur’s responsibility is to continue the work of the WGCFS, however their 
mandate has been expanded to allow it to make visits to States Parties to assess the work that they’re 
doing to combat slavery. The current Special Rapporteur is Ms. Urmila Bhoola. 

UN’s Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the 
Prostitution of Others 
    
    This Convention was adopted by the General Assembly in 1949.The Convention requires state 
parties to punish any person who "procures, entices, or leads away, for purposes of prostitution, 
another person, even with the consent of that person". As well as, the prohibition of trafficking, the 
implementation of specific administrative and enforcement measures, and implementation social 
measures to protect and help trafficked persons.  

1964 The sixth World Muslim Congress, the world’s 
oldest Muslim organization, pledges global 
support for all anti-slavery movements

1996 The World Congress Against Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of Children is held.

2000 The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children, supplementing the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organised 
Crime (The Trafficking Protocol)

July, 2014 The UN introduces a special rapporteur on 
human trafficking

July 30th, 2014 First ‘World Day Against Trafficking in Persons’
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Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children  

    The protocol was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2000 and entered into force 
on 25 December 2003.The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is responsible for 
implementing the protocol. It offers practical help to states with drafting laws, creating comprehensive 
national anti-trafficking strategies, and assisting with resources to implement them. The protocol’s 
aim is to prevent and combat trafficking in persons, protecting and assisting victims of trafficking and 
promoting cooperation among states in order to meet those objectives. 

Possible Solutions 

● Ensure peacekeepers working in areas of high trafficking rates are trained to recognise 
trafficking 

● Provide rehabilitation services for slaves recently released 
●  Encourage countries to introduce a living wage to prevent debt bondage 
● Amend Trafficking Protocol to make protection & assistance mandatory (currently just 

discretionary) 
● Encourage mandatory education to prevent child labour 
● Legal courts need to ensure that they have the proper outline necessary to be able to properly 

sentence trafficking and slave offenders 
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