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Introduction: 


   The Question of the Use of Drones is one of the topics we will be discussing in this committee. This is a 
current and pressing issue that will be important for all member states to discuss because of drone’s potential 
for destruction. Such issue emphasises the need for regulatory measures regarding not only military 
purposes, but also peaceful purposes. 


   Drones also called Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) are a form of aircraft that operates without any 
human pilot on board. These devices have revolutionised the entire concept of warfare. Moreover, drones 
also have non-military functions because of their precision, low-cost and efficiency, and they can also be 
used to collect data, explore territories and and conduct humanitarian missions.  
  

   We can find different opinions on this topic, some countries believe drones are really useful whilst others 
oppose the usage of drones due to the unfair advantages over other countries. 


Key terms:  

   UAV: Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, commonly known as drones, are a form of aircraft that operates without 
any human pilot onboard. 


    UAS: Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) are a new component of the aviation system, one which ICAO, 
States and the aerospace industry are working to understand, define and ultimately integrate. These systems 
are based on cutting edge developments in aerospace technologies, offering advancements which may open 
new and improved civil/commercial applications as well as improvements to the safety and efficiency of all 
civil aviation. 


   ICAO: The International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) is a specialised agency of the United 
Nations. It codifies the principles and techniques of the international air navigation and fosters the planning 
and development of international air transport to ensure safe and orderly growth. 


   Drone strike: is typically where an unmanned combat aerial vehicle fires a missile at a target. The drone 
may be equipped with such weapons as an air-to-surface missile, air-to-air missile or other types of 
precision-guided munitions.


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scheduled_air_transport
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   MTCR: The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) is a multilateral export control regime. It is an 
informal and voluntary partnership among 35 countries to prevent the proliferation of missile and unmanned 
aerial vehicle technology. 

The issue: 

   In the latest years, UAVs  have proliferated around the globe. The United States is still the country that 
most invests in UAVs. In the rest of the world, the interest in UAVs is growing. More than 70 countries have 
UAVs for different purposes, of these, 50 have projects to develop UAVs, but most are just proposals. 
Twenty three countries are developing armed UAV. Israel and the United States are the largest exporters of 
UAVs, but China and Iran can also compete in this market. 

   Although many nations accept and support the usage of unarmed drones, most countries oppose the usage 
of drones because of their unfair advantage over other countries.  

    One of the most outspoken opponents of drone strikes is Pakistan, which has presented several cases to the 
General Assembly for over a decade. It is estimated that about 350 drone strikes have been carried out within 
pakistan. 

   The ICAO works closely with the UN in order to regulate airspace laws. The ICAO made a regulatory 
framework in 2011 in relation to UAVs. Additionally, there are non-specific regulatory bodies or agencies 
officially affiliated with the UN, as for instance, the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) or the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 

   To respond the “guerilla” attacks in the Western African Nation, the UN as used the helmet drones. These 
drones track enemy movements and provide this information to nations.  

   In august 2014, the US authorised surveillance UAVs to fly over Syria to employ airstrikes against terrorist 
organisation, Islamic State in Iran and Syria (ISIS). Nevertheless the deployment of these UAVs caused a 
response in Syria, stating that any airstrikes that were not coordinated with Syria would be considered a 
violation of state sovereignty. However, India planned to deploy 49 UAVs, which the country had purchased 
from Israel, over the borders of the disputed territory of Jammu and Kashmir. The deployment of UAVs in 
this region could increase tensions between the two countries. 

    Moreover, It is not difficult to imagine how to use drones for cyber espionage. These vehicles are very 
flexible and could be used to control targets remotely, but one of most interesting uses could be the usage of 
UAVs to interfere with target communications and this is a huge violation of privacy.   

    Furthermore, the principal risks are represented by the possibility that groups of criminals and cyber 
terrorists could hack UAVs, with intent of harming the population. Drones could be attacked for several 
purposes, and hackers could intend to interfere with the services they provide and could abuse of them for 
cyber espionage or could hijack them for sabotage. 

Regional positions  

The United States: the United States is a member of the Hague Code of Conduct which is is the result of 
efforts of the international community to internationally regulate the area of ballistic missiles capable of 
carrying weapons of mass destruction. The USA is also a producer of UCAVs and has used them in 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multilateral_export_control_regime
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_proliferation
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missile
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unmanned_aerial_vehicle
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unmanned_aerial_vehicle
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numerous wars. The US has considered the use of UCAVs as a necessary tool in combating Al Qaeda and the 
Taliban. 

   Central and South America: the governments of Central and South America have been purchasing drones 
from Iran, Israel and China to monitor drug traffickers and paramilitary groups. Furthermore, they have also 
used UAVS for agricultural survey and to watch over guerrilla groups. Currently, they have not  used UAVs 
in combat and some countries apart from Brazil and Venezuela have expressed interest in arming their UAVs. 

   Europe: At a summit on the 19th November 2003, seven European Union countries (France, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Poland and Spain ) came together in Brussels to form a club to produce drones 
from 2020 onward. 

   China: China plans to use these vehicles for surveillance purposes in their ongoing dispute with Japan and 
other nations over the ownership of various islands in the South China Sea. 
   
 South Asia: India and Pakistan have begun working on their own drones. Moreover, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan have targeted UAV attacks and have also experienced military casualties. Many countries in the 
subcontinent are not members of the Hague Code of Conduct.  

   Middle East and North Africa: this region of the world is the stage of a lot of internal and international 
conflicts, and UAVs have been used for surveillance and combat in. Iran, Israel, Syria, Lebanon, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Oman, Yemen, Iran, Algeria, Egypt, South Sudan and Saudi Arabia 
are not members of the Hague Code of Conduct.  

Key events:  

Event/date Explanation

US Civil War (1862) They also used hot air unmanned balloons.

French Revolution (1889) They used as well hot air unmanned balloons.

The outbreak of World War I (1914-1918) Marks the beginning of the Air War.

Interwar period (1936) The term drone was used for the first time to refer 
to aerial targets.

World War II (1939-1945) As Germany lost the previous war, unofficially, the 
Luftwaffe, the German Air Force, was already 
being trained.

Spanish Civil War (1936) Germany bombed Guernica with the Luftwaffe.

Battle of Britain (1940-1941) Definite point between the Luftwaffe and the Royal 
Air Force, due to the use of strategic bombing and 
radars.

1964 The USAF deployed thousands of UAVs to spy on 
North Vietnam, China and North Korea.

1995 The first predator drones were deployed over the 
former Yugoslavia.
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Previous attempts to solve the issue: 

 In resolution A/RES/68/178 from December 2013 the General Assembly emphasised the need on the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedom while countering terrorism. Paragraph six of this 
resolution urges states: “to ensure that any measures taken or means employed to counter terrorism, 
including the use of remotely piloted aircraft, comply with their obligations under international law”.  

   The European Union also passed a resolution in 2014 regarding their position on drones. That resolution 
emphasised the idea that drone strikes outside a declared war by a State on the territory on another State 
without the consent of the UN Security Council automatically constitutes for a violation of international law 
and of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of that country. This resolution called for member states to 
“oppose and ban the practice of extrajudicial targeted killings”. 

Relevant UN treaties and events: 

- European Union resolution calling for the adoption of an EU common position on the use of drones 
(February 25, 2014). 

- Protection of Human Rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism (A/RES/68\178, 
December 18, 2013) 

- Resolution 2286 (2016): this resolution condemns attacks against the wounded and sick, medical 
personnel and humanitarian personnel exclusively engaged in medical duties, their means of transport and 
equipment, as well as hospitals and other medical facilities.  

- Authorisation for the Use of Military Force (2001). 
- Ensuring the use of self remotely piloted aircrafts or armed drones in counter-terrorism and military 

operations in accordance with the international law, including international human rights and humanitarian 
law (A/HRC/25/L.32, March 28, 2014). 

- Study on Targeted killings (A/HRC/14/25, May 28, 2010) 

Possible solutions:  

These are some of the possible solutions that may be needed to solve this issue: 
• Countries, which are using drones for targeted killing should plan to address a way in which civilian harm 

can be eliminated.  

Afghanistan War (2001) The USAF deployed sixty aircrafts against 
Talibans.

October 2006 69 students killed in an American drone strike in 
Pakistan. 

April 2012 The Pakistani parliament voted unanimously to 
demand an end on drone strikes on its territory.

April 2015 UN independent experts review two counter-
terrorism operations involving the use of drones by 
the United States Government.
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• Moreover, member states should call for the creation of a convention specifically setting norms and 

punishment for the use of drones.  
• In addition, states ought to request the Secretary General to deliver a global report on the process towards 

achieving peace through this topic. 
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